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Summary 

Absolute Archaeology was commissioned by Mr R Waite to carry out an archaeological 

watching brief, in conjunction with the erection of a replacement dwelling and triple garage at 

Bracondale, Fyfield, Nr Andover, Hampshire (Test Valley Borough Council planning application 

reference 10/02735/FULLN). The programme of archaeological monitoring, which took place 

on the 10th May 2011, applied to all groundwork associated with the excavation of a service 

trench to the east of the current foundations.  

 

Two steep sided cut features (F[102] and F[104]) were located during the course of the 

watching brief. Associated finds revealed the potential for activity on the Project Site during 

the Mesolithic and Late Neolithic periods. Although the potential for interpretation of the 

features was restricted by the limited scope of the project, the archaeology could suggest 

evidence of a so far unknown henge type structure within the village of Fyfield. Several 

artefacts dating from the Mesolithic, Late Neolithic, Medieval and Post Medieval periods were 

recovered during the watching brief. The relationship between the archaeology and an 

irregular earthwork feature just to the South of the service trench was not ascertained as a 

result of the watching brief, though they could be contemporary. 
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Abbreviations 

aOD 

Above Ordnance Datum; used to express a given height above mean sea level. 

 

TPQ 

Terminus post quem (limit after which) 

 

SEA LEVEL 

Heights are to the nearest metre above sea level at Newlyn. 

 

The Site 

The specific development area 

  

mailto:sam.driscoll@absolutearchaeology.co.uk
http://www.absolutearchaeology.co.uk/


AARC 44/WB/2011 Bracondale, Fyfield, Nr Andover, Hants, SP11 8EL 

  v 

 

 

General chronological table (guide only) 

Period Date Information 

Prehistoric 800000 

ς 43 AD 

Generalised period from the earliest human activity in 

Britain (Happisburgh) to the conquest of Britain by 

Claudius.   

Palaeolithic 800000 - 

10000  

BC 

Mobile groups, ephemeral habitation evidence, stone 

tool technology.  Material evidence found 

predominantly in caves.  Earliest evidence for 

hominins in Britain is at Happisburgh and Pakefield in 

Norfolk dating to the Pleistocene c.800,000 BP.  

Mesolithic 10000 ς 

4000 BC 

Period of major transformation in the European 

environment and landscape after the end of the last 

Ice Age.  Mobile hunter-gatherer communities, 

sophisticated tool technology and some semi-

permanent settlement, particularly along the east 

coast of England and in Ireland.   

Neolithic 4000 ς 

2200 BC 

Emergence of monumental architecture, such as long 

barrows and causewayed enclosures.  Movement 

towards more complex society and sedentary 

lifestyles.   

Bronze Age 2200 ς 

800 BC 

Introduction of Bronze, construction of 

barrows/tumuli for the dead in the early stages 

replaced by a lack of monuments and the 

preponderance toward hoard deposition.   

Iron Age 800 BCς 

43 AD 

Introduction of Iron and the return of monumental 

architecture in the form of hillforts, tribal boundaries 

and the introduction of coinage.   

Romano-British 43-410 

AD 

Romano-British period including the emergence of 

villas and Roman infrastructure.   
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Early Medieval 410 ς

1066  

AD 

Post-Roman period including Saxon invasions and the 

arrival of Christianity.   

Medieval  1066 ς 

1650 AD 

Medieval period in Britain including Tudor activity, 

with arbitrary cut off point of 1650 AD.     

Post-Medieval 1650 ς 

1900 AD 

Period of rapid industrial development and changes to 

the English landscape.  

Modern 1900 ς 

1950 AD 

Including WWI, WWII and Cold War archaeology.   

 

For the purpose of this report some phases have been grouped together (e.g. Early Medieval 
and Medieval to make one Medieval category).  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Absolute Archaeology was commissioned by Mr R Waite to carry out an archaeological 

watching brief, in conjunction with the erection of a replacement dwelling and triple 

garage at Bracondale, Fyfield, Nr Andover, Hampshire (Test Valley Borough Council 

planning application reference 10/02735/FULLN). The programme of archaeological 

monitoring, which took place on the 10th May 2011, applied to all groundwork 

associated with the excavation of a service trench to the east of the current 

foundations.  

 

The work was carried out in response to Test Valley Borough Council planning condition 

No3, necessitated by the location of the service trench across a prominent earthwork, 

the nature of which is as yet unknown. The purpose of the watching brief is to ΨƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ 

any archaeological evidence revealed by the [service] trench, and to record that 

archaeological evidenceΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ψclarify the nature of the earthwork, and the date of 

any occupation in the field, and ... the nature of that occupationΩ όIŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Archaeologist ς consultation response).   

 

Geology, Topography and Hydrology 

Geologically the area is defined by Upper Chalk with common nodular flint (BGS Sheet 

283: 1:50000).  It is within close range of alluvial deposits and is located c.80.00m above 

aOD. 

 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The site does lie within an area of archaeological potential and evidence for human 

activity within Fyfield can be attributed as far back as the Early Bronze Age, although 

some single finds may indicate an earlier prehistoric origin.   

 

Bronze Age ring ditches have been recognised more than 1000m north, NW and east of 

the Project Site, and are in all probability part of a large ritual landscape. Iron Age 

occupation is attested less than 400m from the site at Manor Farm, to the southwest.  

Here a complex of ditches in the form of rectilinear enclosures identified by aerial 

photography, possibly represent a late Iron Age (pre-Roman) enclosure.  Certainly the 
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area to the south of the Project Site bears evidence for archaeological activity, 

represented by potential Iron Age earthworks identified at Manor Farm and on land 

adjacent the lane leading to the church of St Nicholas. 

 

Roman activity is recorded within the parish of Fyfield, but it is not in close proximity to 

the Project Site.  Fyfield is, however, recorded within the Domesday Book and as such is 

likely to have had Saxon origins.   

 

Importantly the Project Site contains earthworks thought to represent potential house 

platforms, of unknown date. However, investigation of the area (in association with the 

watching brief) failed to gain any further information on the nature of the earthwork. 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The excavation of the service trench was monitored by archaeologists from Absolute 

Archaeology throughout. All spoil was monitored for artefacts during the excavation. 

 

3.2 All monitoring was carried out in accordance with IFA (2008) Standards and Guidance 

for an Archaeological Watching brief. 

 

3.3 The archive has been prepared using the site code AARC 44. 

 

4 RESULTS 

4.1 The groundwork comprised the mechanical excavation of a service trench measuring 

500mm (width) x approximately 28m (length), and excavated to a depth of <800mm. 

The work was commissioned to allow for the laying of a new water pipe from the 

roadside main to the new building. The site is defined by what appears to be an irregular 

earthwork feature, directly to the south of the line of the service trench. The trench was 

aligned WNW-ESE for a distance of 14.6m, where it continued E-W for a further 13.4m. 

The work was carried out by a mini digger with a 500mm grading bucket. Two 

archaeological features, [102] and [104], were identified as a result of the investigation, 

and thirty four artefacts recovered (Fig. 2) 
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4.2 The mechanical excavation revealed topsoil, comprising a mid greyish brown (10YR 5/2) 

soft loamy clay (100). This layer was seen to overlay a well established calcareous soft 

silty clay sub-soil (105) which sealed contexts (101) and (103), comprising the fills of two 

cut features, described below. 

 
4.3 The first comprised a circular cut feature [102] measuring 1.35m in diameter (as seen in 

section) and boxed to a depth of 500mm. The feature, which was cut into the natural 

chalk, was filled by a brown calcareous soft silty clay soil (10YR 4/3) containing frequent 

natural chalk flint fragments, measuring <100mm in size (101). The profile, as seen at 

the highest point in the section, shows a truncated cut with a sharp break of slope and 

steep sides (SSW facing section: acute angles: west 70х east 80х), suggesting a deep 

feature, which is likely to be circular in plan (Fig 3). Due to the restrictive width of the 

trench, further investigations of the feature were not deemed possible within the scope 

of the watching brief. 

 
4.4 The second feature [104] measured 2.5m in length (as seen in section) and was boxed to 

a depth of 400mm. The cut was filled by a brown calcareous soft silty clay soil (10YR 

4/3). The profile was similar to [102], with a truncated cut, with sharp break of slope and 

steep sides (SSW facing section: both sides circa 80х-85х), suggesting another deep 

feature (Fig. 3). The shape in plan, as seen in the small area of excavated trench, 

suggests another circular/sub circular feature or perhaps a section of a ditch. However, 

the length and shape of the feature could have appeared distorted, if cut obliquely by 

the service trench. The correspondence of the form and level of the cuts, coupled with 

the similarity in the composition of fills [101] and [103], suggest that the features are 

contemporary. 

 

4.5 FINDS By Paul Martin 

Context (100) 

Residual finds of interest from the topsoil (100) were a Bronze cow bell, probably 17th 

century in date, with a fine patina and bearing the inscription EM. Five worked flints 

were also recovered from this layer, and were probably disturbed from fills (101) and 

(103) as a result of historic plough/agricultural activity. 

 



AARC 44/WB/2011 Bracondale, Fyfield, Nr Andover, Hants, SP11 8EL 

  4 

 

Context (101) 

Finds from fill (101) consisted of six worked flints including a burin, a backed blade 

microlith, a small denticulate and a blade flake, all dating to the Mesolithic, with later 

evidence in the form of two reworked flint flakes. Diagnostically all of the worked flint 

from the fill of the feature is primarily Mesolithic in date, with two examples showing 

signs of reworking. The reworking on two of the flints suggests that the date (TPQ) for 

the feature is likely to be late Neolithic or Bronze age, although, it should be noted that 

it is possible for the finds to be residual, and contained within the fill of a much later 

feature. However, the lack of later material evidence (for example Medieval pottery etc) 

and an established sub-soil (105) supports a prehistoric date. 

 

Context (103) 

Finds from fill (103) consisted of twenty one objects (19 worked flints, 1 splinter of bone 

and 1 body sherd of burnt flint grit pottery). Mesolithic flints were characterised by a 

single platform core and two blade flakes and the later Neolithic flints were represented 

by the 9 broad flake assemblage. A ceramic body sherd with angular crushed burnt flint 

inclusions (weighing 3g), and probably late Neolithic in date, was recovered from within 

the fill. 

 

4.6 Interpretation 

Although finds identified in features [102] and [104] are classed as residual, there is a 

strong case to suggest that the amount of flintwork identified within fills (101) and (103) 

suggest evidence of later Neolithic activity on the Project Site. The 30 worked flints (25 

from features and 5 from topsoil) can be divided into colouration classes, based on their 

patination. The majority (20) were classed as having mottled patination, eight were 

classed as milky white patination and two had no obvious patination at all. Patination on 

flints sealed within an alkaline environment, such as soft upper chalk, tend to show signs 

of heavier patination. The patination intensifies with age, as illustrated by eight of the 

flints recovered as a result of the archaeological watching brief. Interestingly, two of the 

flints show no signs of patination. This is probably due to their location within a more 

acidic environment. Also of interest were the eight reworked flints. The reworking 

(worked through an existing patina), is the result of a previously worked flint being 
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reclaimed in antiquity and re-shaped to make a new implement. This is a phenomenon 

that has been recognised in lithic assemblages on Mesolithic and Late Neolithic sites 

(Martin and Hall 1980: 12-13) over a number of years. The individual phases of use of 

the implements may be separated by a period of several thousand years, in some 

instances. 

 

5 CONCLUSION  

The archaeological watching brief revealed evidence of activity on the site, dating from 

the Mesolithic and potentially, the late Neolithic periods. In addition, artefacts dating to 

the Medieval period through to the 17th century, demonstrate continued activity on the 

project site from the prehistoric to the post medieval period. However, due to the 

nature of the project, the potential to investigate the nature of features [102] and [104] 

was limited. The boxed sections revealed that both features were cut at acute angles 

όōŜǘǿŜŜƴ тлхŀƴŘ урхύ, suggesting that prior to the obvious truncation, they were of 

considerable depth. Although only viewed partially in plan, cut [102] appears to 

represent a circular feature, which could be interpreted as a pit/posthole. Unfortunately 

feature [104] proved a little more difficult to assess, due to the limited view afforded by 

the location of the service trench. Although the cut may represent a large circular 

feature, it may also represent the oblique truncation of a ditch. No attempt was made to 

bottom the features on this occasion, due to restrictive space at the base of the narrow 

trench. However, no further excavation is due to take place on the site, and the features 

will be left in situ and preserved by the current scheme of development.  

 

The relationship of the features to the prominent earthwork was not ascertained as a 

result of the recent programme of investigation. The scope for further interpretation of 

the site, based on the available data, is limited. However, it cannot be ruled out that the 

features identified on the Project Site may represent part of a henge type structure. 

Especially when considering the evidence in relation to the predominance of known 

Bronze Age funerary monuments recorded to the north, NW and east of the site (Fig 4). 

It may be possible to suggest that the archaeology identified as a result of the watching 

brief, constitutes an additional site in this ritual landscape.  
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7 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: FINDS 34 OBJECTS WEIGHING IN TOTAL 414.5g 

 

 

  

CONTEXT PERIOD TYPE     MADE FROM TOTAL 
NO 

WEIGHT Bag 
Number 

100 POST 
MEDIEVAL 

COW BELL BRONZE 1 28g 1 

100 LATE 
NEOLITHIC 

REWORKED SCRAPER FLINT 1 8g 2 

100 LATE 
NEOLITHIC 

LONG BLADE WITH        
RETOUCH 

FLINT 1 7g 3 

100 LATE 
NEOLITHIC 

WASTE FLAKE FLINT 3 36g 4 

100 MEDIEVAL POTTERY SHERD Clay with 
Crushed Flint 

Inclusions 

1 7g 5 

101 MESOLITHIC MICROLITH BACKED    
BLADE 

FLINT 1 1/2g 6 

101 MESOLITHIC BURIN FLINT 1 12g 7 

101 MESOLITHIC BROKEN BLADE FLAKE FLINT 1 1/2g 8 

101 MESOLITHIC MICRODENTICULATE FLINT 1 1g 9 

101 MESOLITHIC 
NEOLITHIC 

REWORKED FLAKES FLINT 2 8g 10 

103 MESOLITHIC SMALL BLADE CORE FLINT 1 10g 11 

103 MESOLITHIC 
NEOLITHIC 

REWORKED FLAKES FLINT 5 61g 12 

103 NEOLITHIC RETOUCHED FLAKES FLINT 2 8g 13 

103 NEOLITHIC WASTE FLAKES FLINT 9 222g 14 

103 MESOLITHIC WASTE BLADE FLAKES FLINT 2 2g 15 

103 NEOLITHIC ? ANIMAL BONE BONE 1 1/2g 16 

103 NEOLITHIC POTTERY SHERD Clay with 
Crushed Flint 

Inclusions 

1 3g 17 
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8 FIGURES 
Figure 1  Site Location (Not to Scale) 
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Figure 2   Site Plan (Scale 1:200) 
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Figure 3  Sample Sections Showing Features [102] & [104] Scale 1:10 
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Figure 4  Map Showing the Location of Bronze Age Barrows in Relation to the Project Site (Primary Data 
from Hampshire SMR) 
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9 PHOTOGRAPHS 
Photo 1  WNW Facing View of Features [102] & [104] Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 300mm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo 2  (a) WNW Facing View of F[102] Scales 1 x 1m & (b) North Facing View of F[102] Scale 1 x 300mm 

(a) (b) 
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Photo 3 (a) WNW Facing View of F[104] (b) NWN View of F[104] Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 300m 

(a) (b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo 4   Selected Finds 

 

 

 

 


