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Abbreviations and terminology 

 

Archaeology 

Taken to mean the study of past human societies through their material remains from 

prehistoric times to the modern era.  It is also used in this report as a means of describing 

physical remains (e.g. there is likely to be preservation of archaeology). 

 

DBA 

Desk Based Assessment 

 

aOD 

Above Ordnance Datum; used to express a given height above mean sea level 

 

SEA LEVEL 

Heights are to the nearest metre above sea level 

 

The Site 

The specific development area 

 

The Study Area 

A 500m radius from the centre of the Project Site, incorporating significant archaeology 
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Confidence ratings 

 

Low 

Archaeological activity is considered unlikely based on available information, but cannot be 

entirely discounted.   

 

Moderate 

Likely survival of archaeological remains based on proximity to archaeological sites, 

associated finds and or literary and cartographic evidence. 

 

High 

Suggested presence of archaeological features, preserved to a high level from which vital 

and important evidence could be obtained.   
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General chronological table (for the purposes of this DBA) 

 

Period Date Information 

Prehistoric 800000 

ς 43 AD 

Generalised period from the earliest human activity in 

Britain (Happisburgh) to the conquest of Britain by 

Claudius.   

Palaeolithic 800000 - 

10000  

BC 

Mobile groups, ephemeral habitation evidence, stone 

tool technology.  Material evidence found 

predominantly in caves.  Earliest evidence for 

hominins in Britain is at Happisburgh and Pakefield in 

Norfolk dating to the Early Pleistocene c.800,000 BP.  

Mesolithic 10000 ς 

4000 BC 

Period of major transformation in the European 

environment and landscape after the end of the last 

Ice Age.  Mobile hunter-gatherer communities, 

sophisticated tool technology and some semi-

permanent settlement, particularly along the east 

coast of England and in Ireland.   

Neolithic 4000 ς 

2350 BC 

Emergence of monumental architecture, such as long 

barrows and causewayed enclosures.  Movement 

towards more complex society and sedentary 

lifestyles.   

Bronze Age 2350 ς 

800 BC 

Introduction of Bronze, construction of 

barrows/tumuli for the dead in the early stages 

replaced by a lack of monuments and the 

preponderance toward hoard deposition.   

Iron Age 800 BCς 

43 AD 

Introduction of Iron and the return of monumental 

architecture in the form of hillforts, tribal boundaries 

and the introduction of coinage.   

Romano-British 43-410 

AD 

Romano-British period including the emergence of 

villas and Roman infrastructure.   
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Anglo-Saxon 410 ς

1065  

AD 

Post-Roman period including Saxon invasions and the 

arrival of Christianity.   

Medieval  1066 ς 

1650 AD 

Medieval period in Britain including Tudor activity, 

with arbitrary cut off point of 1650 AD.     

Post-Medieval 1650 ς 

1900 AD 

Period of rapid industrial development and changes to 

the English landscape.  

Modern 1900 ς 

1950 AD 

Including WWI, WWII and Cold War archaeology.   
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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

 

Site Name: 72 Daneville Road, London, SE5 8SF 

Location:  Camberwell, Southwark 

NGR:    532748 176634 

Type:   Desk Based Assessment (DBA) 

 

In October 2010 Absolute Archaeology was commissioned by Makespace Architects Ltd on 

behalf of the client Mrs S Najdi, to carry out a desk-based study in favour of land to the rear 

of 72 Daneville Road, Camberwell, London, SE5 8SF. The requirement is in response to the 

condition of planning as put forward by Southwark Council Planning Department (Ref 10-AP-

2311), following an application to construct a two storey domestic dwelling, with parking 

facilities, in the garden area of the property.  

 

The desk-based study revealed that the site is indeed situated in the historic centre of 

Camberwell, which documentary sources date to the Saxon period. The Medieval church of 

St Giles is 220m to the east of the site, which remained a nucleated village until the 

expansion in the Georgian period. Archaeology dating from the Romano-British period 

through to the Post Medieval period has been identified within the Study Area, however it is 

considered that intensive development near to and on the site in the late Georgian and 

through the Victorian periods has most likely had a detrimental effect on archaeology 

relating to earlier activity that may have existed on the site. A building relating to the late 

Georgian period is noted in the vicinity of the development area (illustrated on the 1842 

map) and represents the most likely survival of archaeology on the Project Site itself.
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1 INTRODUCTION AND THE STUDY AREA 

 

1.1 In response to Planning Application 10-AP-2311, relating to plans to construct a two 

storey domestic dwelling (flats) with associated parking and services, Absolute 

Archaeology was commissioned by Makespace Architects Ltd on behalf of Mrs S Najdi to 

complete a Desk Based Assessment of the site known as 72 Daneville Road, London, SE5 

8SF (hereafteǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ {ƛǘŜΩύΦ 

 

1.2 The objective of the assessment was to identify the nature and extent of the recorded 

archaeological resource within the Project Site, and within its immediate environs 

(hereafter referred to as the Study Area). The DBA details the impact that the proposed 

development will have upon this resource. In addition, this assessment analyses the 

potential for unrecorded archaeology in the Study Area. In order to place the site within 

its historical and archaeological context, the Study Area represents a 500m radius around 

the site.  

 

1.3 The assessment was carried out by Sam Driscoll (BA Hons, MA, PIFA) and was managed by 

Paul Martin (BSc Hons, AIFA).   

 
1.4 The proposed development will comprise a two storey rectangular building located in the 

garden to the rear of 72 Daneville Road. Associated hard standing for parking and service 

trenching will also have an impact on the site. The development will comprise two flats, 

with the second parking space incorporated into the first floor of the design. 

 
1.5 The site is situated in the South London district of Camberwell, in the London borough of 

Southwark. The Site is located in a heavily developed inner city area. To the north of the 

site, the busy crossroads (A202 & A215) separates Daneville Road from Camberwell 

Green (less than 500m to the north of the site). 

 
1.6 Daneville Road is set within a busy urban environment comprising a mixture of residential 

buildings, office, retail and leisure facilities. Daneville Road has been substantially 

redeveloped in recent history, which saw substandard Victorian terrace housing replaced 

with modern housing. Towards the east end (including the Project Site) a mix of 

semidetached and small terraced blocks are visible, along the south side of Daneville 

Road. To the north, the majority of the road side plots have been turned over to parking 
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facilities for commercial properties fronting onto Grove Lane and Wren Road. To the west 

end of Daneville Road a small bay of south facing period properties remain. 

 
 

1.7 Health and Safety 

 

1.7.1 No health and safety concerns were noted during the site visit. 

 

1.7.2 There is no reason to suspect ground contamination within the area.   

 

1.8 Geology, Topography and Hydrology 

The Project Site lies approximately 5m above sea level and is situated at the foot of north 

facing hills that make up the Thames Valley. Two tributaries rise here and run northeast 

to the river. Natural springs in the area have given the site its link with water and fabled 

healing wells. 

 

The geology of the site comprises London Clay Formation, overlain with Terrace gravel 

deposits. The low level of the site makes the potential for alluvial and colluvial deposits to 

be encountered highly likely.   

 
 

2 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
 

 
2.1 This DBA has been devised in response to national legislation Planning Policy Statement 5: 

Planning for the Historic Environment and the Draft Southwark Archaeology Policy and 

Supplementary Planning Guidance, the Draft Southwark Plan, Policy 3.7 (Archaeology) 

and E.5.1 of the Unitary Development Plan (1995). 

 

2.2 In March 2010 the Department for Communities and Local Government replaced PPG16 

with PPS5, which sets out the governments objectives on the conservation of the historic 

environment.  It statŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άthose parts of the historic environment that have significance 

because of their historic, archaeological architectural or artistic interest are called 

ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦέ  It further defines a Heritage Assets ŀǎ άa building, monument, site, 

place, area or landscape positively identified as having a degree of significance meriting 

consideration in planning decisions. Heritage assets are the valued components of the 
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historic environment. They include designated heritage assets (as defined in this PPS) and 

assets identified by the local planning authority during the process of decision-making or 

through the plan-making process (including local listing).έ 

 
2.3 Policy HE6.1 states: 

άLocal planning authorities should require an applicant to provide a description of the 

significance of the heritage assets affected and the contribution of their setting to that 

significanceΦέ 

 

ά²here an application site includes, or is considered to have the potential to include, 

heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require 

developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where desk-based 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

2.4 Policy HE6.3 states: 

άLocal planning authorities should not validate applications where the extent of the 

impact of the proposal on the significance of any heritage assets affected cannot 

adequately be understood from the application and supporting documents.έ 

 

2.5 Policy HE8.1 states: 

άThe effect of an application on the significance of such a heritage asset or its setting is a 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

2.6 Draft Southwark Archaeology Policy and Supplementary Planning Guidance states:   

άSouthwark Council believes that archaeological remains are a community asset. The 

archaeology of the borough is a fragile and finite resource that should be managed for the 

benefit of the current generation and those of the future. The destruction of 

archaeological remains should thus be avoided wherever possible and it should never 

ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎέ (para 2.3). 

 

άPlanning applications must be accompanied by an archaeological desk-based assessment 

if the proposed development lies within an archaeological priority zone or if this has been 

identified as necessary during pre-application discussions... The aim of the assessment is 

to establish the archaeological potential of the site from the known archaeology of the 
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area, the potential for its survival on the site and the impact of the proposal on the 

ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜέ (para 6.2.1). 

 

2.7 Draft Southwark Plan (2002), policy 3.7 states: 

άtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ 

an archaeological assessment and evaluation of the site, including the impact of the 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

2.8 Unitary Development Plan, E.5.1 (1995) states: 

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the impact of a proposed development on the potential archaeology of the site. This 

would usually be desk-based information and would be expected prior to the 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ 

 

2.9 Additional statutory protection for archaeological sites is acknowledged in the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (1979) and National Heritage Act (1983), whilst 

protection is also afforded to Scheduled Ancient Monuments, which require consent for 

any work from English Heritage. 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Standards and guidance 

This assessment has been guided by the Standards and Guidance for Desk-Based 

Assessments issued by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (revised 2008).   

 

3.2 The Assessment 

The assessment (including the baseline survey) involved consultation of available 

archaeological and historical information from documentary, cartographic and excavation 

archive sources. A radius of 500m from the centre of the site was established to examine 

the archaeology, herein referred to as ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀΩΦ   

 

The primary repositories for information consulted comprised: 

 

National Monuments Record Swindon 
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 Historic Aerial Photographs. 

 

Greater London Historic Environment Record 

 HER trawl 

 

City of London Metropolitan Archives 

 Historic maps  

Other 

 Books, articles and other documentary sources 

 

4 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 Historic and Ordnance Survey maps held by City of London Metropolitan Archive were 

consulted in order to inform this survey. 

 

4.2 Cartographic observations 

4.2.1 Key observations regarding features on the maps are recorded in Table 1 below.   

 

Map Observations Fig No 

c. 1741-1745 John 

Rocque 

Development is evident surrounding the site, along 

modern day Denmark Road (here labelled Holloway), 

Camberwell Church Street and Grove Lane. Daneville 

Road is not shown. The area is shown as a garden, 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ IƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ 

DǊŜŜƴΩΦ  The area of Coldharbour is noted in the area 

of modern day Coldharbour Lane. 

3 

1842 Dewhirst 

Map of the Parish 

of St Giles, 

Camberwell 

The Project Site is now a well established Suburb of 

London. Extensive development to the north of the 

site. The route of Daneville Road is marked by a 

narrow lane which does not yet join Grove Lane to the 

east. 

4 



AArc39/10/DBA 72 Daneville Road, Camberwell, Southwark, London, SE5 8SF 

 

© Absolute Archaeology 2010           6 

 

1877 St Mary 

Lambeth, St Giles 

Camberwell & St 

Mary Newington 

The site appears heavily developed and is occupied by 

a number of public houses with yards to the rear that 

occupy the Study Area.  Daneville Road is represented 

as an apparent grove following the route of the 

present day road. Coldharbour Lane named to the 

west of the site. 

5 

1882 1st Edition OS Daneville Road is not yet established. Same detail as 

ǘƘŜ мутт {ǘ aŀȅΩǎ aŀǇΦ Coldharbour Lane named to 

the west of the site. 

- 

l. 19th century 

(Date Uncertain) 

London Parishes 

South Camberwell, 

Peckham & 

Dulwich North 

Daneville Road is clearly not shown, although Kerfield 

Crescent (to the south) and the lane now known as 

Jephson St (north) are represented. Extensive 

development surrounding the site. Denmark Hill 

shown as High Street, whilst Camberwell Church 

Street is simply Church Street. Coldharbour Lane 

named to the west of the site. 

- 

1888 The A-Z of 

Victorian London 

Daneville Road is clearly shown, stretching from 

Denmark Hill to Grove Lane. Roads to the South 

(Selborne Road and Allendale Road) show a different 

street plan to today. Coldharbour Lane named to the 

west of the site. 

6 

1920 2nd Edition 

OS 

Daneville Road is shown as a developed residential 

area, with small yards/plots to the rear of the housing 

in the area of the site. Coldharbour Lane named to the 

west of the site. Caldecot Road appears for the first 

time. 

- 

мфплΩǎ .ƻƳō 

Damage 

Bomb damage is limited to individual plots at the time 

the map was drawn. 

- 

Table 1:  Summary of Cartographic observations 

 

4.2.2 The 1745 John Rocque map illustrates housing framing the site to the north and west. A 

single line of development is evident, fronting onto the High Street (now Denmark Hill) 

and following the road round to the east as it curves onto modern day Camberwell 

Church Street (Church Street in 19th century maps). From the map, it is clear that the Site 

is defined at this time by gardens belonging to the properties surrounding the area. 

Documentary evidence suggests more specifically that the garden belonged to The Old 

House on The Green, which was a north facing property to the south of Camberwell 

Green. The grounds are reported to have stretched to the modern day route of Daneville 

Road (Boast 2000, 11). 
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4.2.3 The area now designated Coldharbour Lane is noted on this map. IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ 

map this refers to the region bordering Camberwell Lane to the north. The significance of 

this is worth noting here, due to the proximity of other sites of this name to Roman 

Roads. Although there is as yet some controversy over this, the name constantly turns up 

close to (often within half a mile of) known Roman Roads. The Viatores identified 39 such 

ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ мфслΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ wƻƳŀƴ wƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ-East Midlands alone. The name is 

interpreted as a cold shelter for travellers, from the Old English here-beorg (Viatores 

1964, 351).  

 

4.2.4 At the time this map is drawn, the Project Site is defined by agricultural land with 

development centred on the High Street, Camberwell Church Road and Grove Lane. This 

nucleated settlement represents the centre of old Camberwell, focussed on the Church of 

St Giles, which is clearly represented, 220m to the east of the Site. The large estate of 

Loughborough House is shown, along with high status gardens and groves. This map 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ŀƳōŜǊǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴ {ǳōǳǊōΦ 

 
4.2.5  The 1842 Dewhirst map illustrates the significant development of Camberwell over the 

past 100 years, which by now boasts a population of 39,868 (Boast 2000, 33) compared 

with the 1,520 recorded in 1725 (Malden 1912, 24-36). The area is now considered urban. 

To the west end of modern day Daneville Road is Denmark Hill Academy, whose grounds 

appear to incorporate the lane that is to become the project Site, above. A coach factory 

is adjacent to the building. To the east of modern day Daneville Road, terrace housing has 

been establish along the west side of Grove Lane and extensively along the east side of 

Camberwell Grove (<300m from the Site). Five public houses are shown, framing the Site, 

to the west. The yards make up the ground to the north of Daneville Road, with the lane 

that is to develop into this route forming the southern boundary to the plots. As a point 

of interest, two of the public houses are named after exotic animals (Tiger Yard and 

Golden Lion Yard). This may be due to the proximity of the site to Camberwell Green 

(<200m), the venue for the medieval Camberwell fair, which continued until 1855. The 

ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ²ƻƳōǿŜƭƭΩǎ aŜƴŀƎŜǊƛŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

shown to the public.  

 

4.2.6 By 1842 a building is shown in the area of the garden plot to the rear of 72 Daneville 

Road, directly on the development site, as is appears on this map. However, as noted, the 
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lane does not join with Grove Lane at this stage and therefore the potential for the route 

to have altered slightly must not be ruled out. 

 
4.2.7 The 1877 map and the 1888 map of the Study Area, although close in date appear to 

illustrate different phases of development of the area surrounding the Project Site. The 

earlier map shows a layout similar to that depicted in the 1842 Dewhirst survey. Daneville 

Road is not shown and the lane highlighted above is depicted as a tree lined avenue. This 

is supported by the 1st Edition OS map (1882) which illustrates the same layout. By 1888 

Daneville Road makes its first appearance on the map. By this time rail has been 

established in the area for 20 years, making travel to the centre of London cheaper and 

encouraging migration to the suburbs of the city.  Much of the inner city had been taken 

over by industrialisation and housing for the increasing population was being pushed out 

to the peripheral areas. The population of Camberwell had reached over 200,000 by this 

time. Shading on the 1888 map illustrates the extent of development, although individual 

plots are not shown. It is clear that Daneville Road is fully developed by this time. 

 
4.2.8 By 1877 the route to the south of Coldharbour is named Coldharbour Lane and remains 

so to the present day. Obviously taking the name of the area known as Cold Harbour, as 

identified by John Rocque in the early 18th century.  

 
4.2.9 By the time of the 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey, Daneville Road is set within the heavily 

developed urbanised suburb of Camberwell. Small yards are shown to the rear of the 

properties in the region of 72 Daneville Road, with larger plots to the rear of the housing 

further west. 

 
4.2.10 Coldharbour Lane is joined by Caldecot Road, running north-south and joining the 

southwest-northeast Coldharbour Lane at the northern end. Caldecot has the same 

meaning as Coldharbour and perhaps the lane represents an earlier track with a similar 

name, not represented on the earlier maps. Alternatively, it may have been named simply 

to remain in keeping with the known history of the site.  

 
4.2.11 ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƳŀǇ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ōƻƳō ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ The exact 

date of the map is unknown and the area surrounding the project site appears largely 

undamaged. However, documentary evidence confirms that by the end of the war 5650 
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houses in Camberwell were badly damaged and in need of redevelopment (Conservation 

Area Appraisal Camberwell Green). 

 

 
5 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

5.1 Introduction 

Aerial photographic collections at the NMR were consulted.  However, the images were 

taken in a developed landscape and as such their use for identifying previously 

unrecognised archaeological features was limited.   

 

5.2 Modern 

Modern aerial photographs reveal a developed site within a busy urban area. An eclectic 

mix of housing, offices, leisure facilities and retail outlets combine to define the Project 

Site today, with buildings dating from the Georgian period to the late 20th and early 21st 

century. The Site is clearly visible as a semi detached building, fronting onto Danville 

Road, with garden plot to the side, facing Grove Lane. 

 

5.3 1999 (Internet Resource) 

72 Daneville Street is shown as it is today, as a semi detached property, with garden plot 

to the rear, fronting Grove Lane. 

 

5.4 1955 (RAF/58/1765) 

Danville Road is defined by north and south facing Victorian terrace housing. The 

development Site is defined by an apparent vacant plot adjacent to the end terrace. This 

Victorian terrace has since been replaced by the 197лΩǎ όΚύ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ тн 5ŀƴŜǾƛƭƭŜ 

wƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊƻŀŘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ 

that Daneville Road and its immediate environs have undergone substantial 

redevelopment. This was probably to address the need for better living standards in the 

area. No bomb damage is evident from the aerial photographs (fig 8). 

  

5.5 1945 (RAF/106G/UK/712) 

The street scene is the same as represented in the 1955 photograph. The plot to the east 

of modern day 72 Daneville Street still appears vacant (fig 7).  
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6 HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

 

6.1 The site is located just within the western boundary of the Manor of Camberwell. The 

manor itself can be traced back to the Saxon period, when it was within the Brixton 

Hundred and belonged to the lands of Surrey. The land was held by Haims (aka Haimo, 

Hamon), Sheriff of Surrey and Viscount or Count Deputy of the Brixton Hundred. It was 

first mentioned as part of the Domesday Survey of England in 1086 (Walford 1878, 269-

286). Camberwell is noted as a wealthy Manor at the time, and a passage from the  entry 

states- 

 

Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нн ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ т ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ с ǇƭƻǳƎƘǎΦ There is a church, 63 

acres of meadow, and woodland providing 60 pigs. In the time of King Edward it was 

ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀǘ ϻмнΣ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ϻсΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ ϻмпΦΩ 

 

6.2 At this time, Camberwell is ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘΩ parish, however the 

inhabitants are recorded as mainly fŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŎŜƻǊƭǎΩΣ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀȄƻƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

for a freeman of lowest status (Walford 1878, 269-286). 

 

6.3 ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ/ŀƳōŜǊǿŜƭƭΩ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ Ca'brewelle (and later Camerwell, 

Cambwell and Kamwell). Interestingly the b is dropped from the name from the 11th-16th 

century, but is noted on documents from the 17th century to the present day. The 

meaning of the name is the cause of some uncertainty. However, historical records 

indicate that the church has been dedicated to St Giles (the patron saint of crippled and 

sick people) since the Saxon period. This is taken to be an indicator that Camberwell is 

named after a well with healing properties (Walford 1878, 269-286). Although there are 

reported to have been many wells in the Camberwell area, the location of the healing 

well is suggested to be on the site known as 56 Grove Park, approximately 700m from the 

site and the church, and outside the Study Area (Boast 2000, 1). 

 

6.4 In support of the above, the formation of the first part of the early name has been 

suggested to trace back to the English Ψowm hirΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ, relating to the 

location of the settlement of Camberwell on the north facing sloping hill on which rose 

tributaries to the Thames (Malden 1912, 24-36).  
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6.5 The church mentioned in the Domesday passage was the timber predecessor to the 

church that stands on the same site today. The church served the inhabitants of 

Camberwell, Peckham and Dulwich from an early period. Rebuilt in stone in 1152 AD, by 

Lord of the Manor, William, Earl of Gloucestershire, the site was burnt to the ground in 

1841 AD and resurrected on the same site. The church is located 220m to the east of the 

Project Site and marks the heart of the earliest recoded settlement in Camberwell. 

 
6.6 In 1086 AD the Granddaughter of the Sheriff of Surrey married Robert, Earl of 

Gloucestershire. As a result, Camberwell and Peckham were added to RobertΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ 

which became known as the Honour of Gloucestershire. Honour Oak marked the 

boundary to his land to the South and still marks the eastern boundary of Southwark 

today (Boast 2000, 2). The land then passes to William, Earl of Gloucestershire and 

remains in the family until 1350 AD.  

 

6.7 In the 14th century the land passed by marriage to the first Earl of Stafford, ǿƘƻΩǎ 

descendent became the Duke of Buckinghamshire. From this point the Manor became 

known as Camberwell Buckingham (Walford 1878, 269-286). The land remained in the 

ownership of this family, until the execution of Edward, Earl of Buckinghamshire in 1521 

AD on grounds of treason. Despite this, a large portion of the land retained the name 

Camberwell Buckingham until the 19th century (Boast 2000, 2).  

 

6.8 Following the dissolution of the monasteries, the land was acquired by the Draper family. 

It then passed to Edmund Bowyer of Somerset by marriage in the late 16th century, whose 

family retained a large portion of the land until the late 19th century.  

 

6.9 In 1889 the London County Council was created. The county now consisted of the City of 

London and 28 Metropolitan Boroughs, with land taken from Middlesex, Surrey and Kent. 

The industrialisation and resulting expansion of factories in the centre of the city had 

caused a large number of working class families to relocate to the Boroughs. This was 

made possible by the introduction of cheaper transport to the City, in the form of rail and 

tram travel. ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ŀƳōŜǊǿŜƭƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ /ŀƳōŜǊǿŜƭƭΩǎ 

industrial area, with a network of shops and factories, encouraging even more to the area 
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in the late Victorian period. The migration of the existing workforce combined with high 

levels of immigration resulted in a population increase in Camberwell to over 230,000 by 

1890. With its elevated economic status, Camberwell was included in the list of London 

Boroughs.  

 

 

7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BASELINE SURVEY 

 

7.1 Introduction 

This baseline assessment has been undertaken using results from a trawl of 

archaeological sites supplied by the Greater London Historic Environment Record.  It 

included all archaeological sites within a 500m from the Project Site.  References in text 

refer to the GLHER MonUID.   

 

There are 34 archaeological sites within the Study Area, 53 listed buildings and three find 

spots.  The Project Site is within the Archaeological Priority Zone (APZ) of Camberwell 

Green, but is not within either the Conservation Area of Camberwell Grove or Camberwell 

Green, although both enclose the site.   

 

7.2 Prehistory (800,000 BC ς 43AD) 

There is no archaeological evidence to support prehistoric activity within the Study Area 

and neither the archaeological sites nor the findspots indicate a prehistoric presence.  

However, prehistoric activity has been identified outside of the Study Area in the nearby 

area of Old Kent Road.  

 

7.3 Romano-British (43 - 410 AD) 

Roman features and artefacts have been recorded 365m northwest of the Project Site.  

Test pits excavated by the Department for Greater London Archaeology in 1991, exposed 

cultivation soil sealing cut features (MLO58538), containing Romano-British pottery and 

mortar deposits (MLO58533).  The main Roman settlement in Southwark was further to 

the north (just south of the bridge and extending southward for some 20 hectares).  

Roman evidence found in 1991 suggests further Romano-British occupation in this area. 

However, it is worth noting here the presence of the names Coldharbour Lane and 
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Caldecot Road (<500m southwest of the Site), referenced in the Cartographic section of 

this report. Coldharbour Lane runs southwest-northeast, and modern day Daneville Road 

makes the continuation of the route northeast to meet Grove Lane. As previously 

discussed, these names frequently appear in the vicinity of Roman Roads and settlement. 

This evidence, when considered in combination with the discovery of Romano-British 

activity close to the site raises the potential for archaeology relating to this period within 

the Project Site.  

 

In support of the above, Roman roof tile (albeit residual) has been found less than 60m to 

the east, from excavations at Mary Datchelor House (MLO98440).  The material was 

recovered from cut features dating to a later phase of activity on the site; however 

residual finds of this nature may represent a continuation of occupation on this site.  

 

7.4 Early Medieval (410 - 1065 AD)  

The GLHER does not record the presence of Early Medieval archaeology, although 

historical evidence suggests the presence of Camberwell prior to the Domesday Book, 

implying that it was at least a late Saxon settlement (as it seems were Peckham to the 

east and Walworth to the north).  How far the Early Medieval settlement extended is 

difficult to judge, but Saxon material, in the form of a single sherd of abraded ceramic, 

has been found less than 60m to the east of the Project Site, on the same site that 

produced Roman roof tile (MLO98440).  

 

7.5 Medieval (1066 - 1650 AD) 

The increase in Medieval activity within the Study Area demonstrates the burgeoning of 

settlement within Southwark.  There are five archaeological sites recorded the GLHER for 

the MŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

a possible Medieval road system defined by layers of pebbles in a black organic soil, over 

a gravel base (recorded as a subsoil?), roughly 230m to the WSW of the Project Site 

(MLO7621, MLO14967 & MLO13546).  However, the location of the archaeology at the 

junction with Coldharbour Lane and Denmark Hill, may imply that this perhaps relates to 

an early phase of events. 

 

Less than 60m to the ENE of the site, the same excavations that revealed Roman roof tile 

and a solitary sherd of Saxon pottery also revealed evidence of Medieval activity 
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(MLO98440).  A 13th century silver long cross coin, along with pottery dating to between 

1150 AD and 1300 AD was discovered. Ceramics dating from the 15th century onward 

were also recovered in the vicinity of a probable Medieval field boundary. 

 

Perhaps most significant, is the site of what was the Medieval manor house of 

Camberwell, c.80m to the ESE (MLO11362).  In 1086 AD this manor was held by Haims, 

the Sherriff of Surrey, before passing through a number of families, as detailed in the 

History section of this report. The description of the early manor is not clear, but by 1776 

AD the site included a barn with 42 acres near the Grove.   

 

7.6 Post-Medieval (1650 - 1900 AD) 

The Post-Medieval period was the most intensive in terms of the expansion of the built 

heritage. During the late 18th and early 19th centuries numerous high status buildings 

were erected to the southeast of the site, along Camberwell Grove, where 25 buildings 

from this period are currently listed.  It is interesting that more buildings worthy of listing 

survive for this period than do for the middle to later stages of the 19th century.  This may 

in part be due to bombing during the war when 5650 houses were destroyed.   

 

The archaeological sites recorded in the GLHER include dumps, cultivated soils and gravel 

pits. None of which are known to have had an impact on Project Site.  

 

8 ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

 

8.1 Prehistoric (800000 BC ς 44AD) 

There is no known evidence of prehistoric activity within the study area to date. 

Therefore, for this purpose of this report, the potential for prehistoric activity on the 

Project Site is considered low.  

 

8.2 Romano-British (44-410 AD) 

This report has highlighted significant potential for Romano-British activity within the 

Study Area. The area designated Cold Harbour is adjacent to the road that later took that 

name and continues onto Daneville Road. Various sites within the Study Area have 

revealed potential evidence of Romano-British settlement, including one just 60m from 

the Project Site, although no structural evidence or road surfaces have been confirmed. 
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Therefore the potential for Romano-British archaeology within the Project Site is 

considered Moderate.  

 

8.3 Medieval (410-1650 AD) 

This report has shown that Camberwell was settled during the Saxon period and perhaps 

earlier, and that the current site of St Giles Church marks the focus of life in the Medieval 

period. Although there is little evidence of Medieval activity (apart from the apparent 

Medieval road to the west), the proximity of the site to the church raises the potential for 

Medieval remains within the Project Site. Therefore the potential for Medieval 

archaeology should be considered Moderate.  

 

8.4 Post-Medieval (1650-1900 AD) 

The Post Medieval period saw the growth of Camberwell from a village to an urban 

centre. Evidence of late Georgian- early Victorian building activity has been raised by 

cartographic resources, which show a building on the site of the garden now belonging to 

72 Daneville Road in this period. The site was later developed with terraced Victorian 

housing, which has since been removed. It is therefore the consideration of this report 

that the potential for Post Medieval activity on site be considered high. 

 

8.5 In is worth noting here, that although there is evidence within the Study Area of activity 

ranging from the Romano-British period through to the Post Medieval period, evidence of 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ муплΩǎ means that survival of earlier archaeology on 

the Project Site is considered low-Moderate. 

 

9 CONCLUSION 

 Having considered the archaeological potential of the site, it is the conclusion of this 

report that the Project Site (72 Daneville Road) is located within the historic centre of 

Camberwell. This is supported by the multiphase site identified just 60m from the 

development area. Evidence for activity from the Romano-British period through to the 

Post Medieval development of the site is clearly evident from the available sources. 

Documentary evidence of Saxon Camberwell highlights the significance of the area and 

raises the possibility of a greater antiquity to the settlement of which the Project Site is a 

part. 
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 The development itself will comprise a two story rectangular building, making space for 

two flats in the garden of 72 Daneville Road. Associated hard standing for parking will also 

be located within this space. The excavation of the foundation trenches, levelling of 

ground and provision for services will have an intrusive effect and could impact on any 

archaeological deposits, although these are likely to relate to the Post Medieval period of 

activity on the site. 

 

 It is therefore the conclusion of this study that although the impact of the development 

will be intrusive, the intensive regeneration of the area throughout the late Georgian and 

Victorian periods will most likely have already impacted on early evidence of 

archaeological activity that may have been preserved on the site.   
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Figure 1:  Site Location 
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Figure 2:  The Project Site 

 
 
 

Figure 3:  WƻƘƴ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ мтпр όǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ .ƻŀǎǘ нлллύ 
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Figure 4:  1842 Dewhirst Map of the Parish of St Giles, Camberwell (source: Boast 2000) 
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Figure 5:  1877 Map of St Mary Lambeth, St Giles Camberwell & St Mary Newington 
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Figure 6:  1888 Map of Camberwell  
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Figure 7:  1945 Aerial photograph (RAF/106G/UK/712) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  






