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Abbreviations and terminology

Archaeology
Taken to mean the study of past human societies through their material remains from

prehistoric times to the modern era. It is also used in this report as a means of

describing physical remains (e.g. there is likely to be preservation of archaeology).

DBA

Archaeological Desk Based Assessment

JD

Jersey Datum; used to express a given height above mean sea level related specifically to

Jersey.

PROJECT SITE

Area of the proposed development site. This may include heritage assets and
boundaries that will not be directly affected by development, but which by virtue of
their proximity to the actual ground disturbance are important elements of the historic

environment and which must be included in any assessment.

SEA LEVEL
Heights are to the nearest metre above sea level, based on the Bench Mark at the

Harbour in St Helier of 9m.

UTM
Universal Transverse MercatdGrid Zone 30 Central Meridian 3°W Internabn

Spheroid/European datun.
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Confidence ratings

Low
Archaeological activity is considered unlikeised on availableaformation, but cannot

be entirely discounted.

Medium
Likely survival oarchaeological remains based on proximity to archaeological sites,

associated finds and or literary and cartographic evidence.
High
Confirmed presence of archaeological features, preserved to a high level from which

vital and important evidence could lmbtained.

Channel Islands chronological table (for the purposes of this DBA)

Period Date Information

Prehistoric 250000- | Generalised period from the earliest human activity in the isla
56 BC to the official conquest of Gaul by the Romans.

Palaeolithic 250000- Defined by a number of key sites showing Neanderthal and E

10000 BC| Human activity for example La Cote de St Breladdobile

groups, ephemeral habitation evidence, stone tool technology

Mesolithic 10000¢ Period ofmajor transformation in the European environment
5000 BC | and landscape after the end of the last Ice &g the beginning
of the Holocene Mobile huntergatherer communities,
sophisticated tool technology and some sgoermanent
settlement with evidence for thexploitation of the coastal

zones of the islands. Example at Lihou Priory on Guernsey.

Neolithic 5000c¢ The Channel Islands saw an earlier transition to the Neolithic
2400 BC | than in Britain. Emergence of monumental architecture, first
(potentially)with menhirs later by chambered tombs and
subsequently gallery graves. Development of complex societ
more sedentary lifestyles and more clearly defined symbolic

behaviour.
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Chalcolithic/Beaker

phase

2400¢
1800BC

Earliest introduction of copper to westeEurope. Expansion of
the panEuropean Beaker phenomenon, including prestigious
material culture and individual burials. Bell Beakers found
throughout the archipelago including local emulations called

Jersey Bowls. Cit-Circle monuments.

Bronze Age

1800¢
800 BC

Thelntroduction of Bronze as a material, used by the elite at fi
and later available to the populace more widely. Barrows/turr
for the dead in the early stages replaced by a lack of monume
and the preponderance toward hoard deposiii Large

quantities of bronze metalwork found throughout the islands

and in Jersey in particular.

Iron Age

800¢
100/56 BC

Little change to domestic life in the islands. Return of
monumental architecture in the form of promontory forts (at
Catél RozeEkremont etc) in the earlier periods, followed by

warrior and horse burials in the Middle to Later stages (Guern

only).

GalleRoman

100/56 BC
¢ 400 AD

Used to describe a fusion of indigenous late Iron Age traditior|
France and the Channel Islangish Roman cultureRepresented
by the identification of Galllkoman ceramics and roofing
material recently excavated at Grouville Parish Church,
confirming the first evidence of GallRoman occupation in

Jersey.

Early Medieval

400¢ 973
AD

Represents th time from the end of the Roman period ¢.400 A
to the annexation of the Channel Islands as a region of

Normandy under William Longsword in 973.

Medieval

973¢
1600 AD

Norman and posiNorman phases of Channel Island life. The
islands remained loyal tthe English crown despite the loss of
territories in NW France under King John. Period of fortificati
building throughout the archipelago and in Jersey at Mont
Orgueil and later at Elizabeth Castle. 1600 Adh axbitrary
date, but enables the sepaiian of periods with more intensive

industries

PostMedieval

1600¢
1900 AD

Period of rapid change in Jersey including ghewing
urbanisation of St Heliethe involvement of the island in the
English Civil War and the Napoleonic Wars. Industrial activity

not impact the island as it did Britain and the rest of Europe.

© Absolute Archaeology 2010



Desk Based Assessment: AArc34
La Platte Rocque, Grouville, Jersey

Modern

1900¢
1950 AD

Radical alterations to the landscape during WWI and partibyula
WWII. Extensive defensive fortifications across the Channel
LatllyRa YR F2N¥AY3I LI NI 27F
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NONTECHNICAL SUMMARY

Site Name: La Platte Rocque

Location: La Platte Rocque House, La Rocque, Grouville
UTM 7042 4618

Type: Desk Based Assessment

In August2010, Absolute Archaeology was commissionedNdy M Dennis(Director,
Design Plus Ltd)on behalf of Mr & Mrs Mcintosh (the clienf)to carry out an
Archaeological Desk Based Assessment on \\tidn the grounds of La Platte Rocque
House, La Rocque, Grouvillehe documentary research has been carriedinwdvance

of the proposeddevelopment of the site, to include awimming pool andilterationsto

the existing buildingsin addition, the necessity to excavate a series of engineering test
pits resulted inthe monitoring of groundworks by Absolute Archaeologyo evidence

for conflict arhiaeology (of the 189" centuries or of the Occupation phase) was

located, but stratified prehistoric finds were recovered at a depth of c.1.2m.

© Absolute Archaeology 2010 X
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INTRODUCTIOAND THE STUDY AREA

In accordance with a bridbr an archaeological dedkased assessment issued by
the States of Jersey Planning and Building Services, Absolute Archaeology was
commissioned byMr M Dennis on behalf of the client,to carry ait an

Archaeological Desk BasAdsessment ahead of tlevelopment to:

BPemolish structures to base of round taweConstruct ground floor extension to
West elevation of main house, swimming pool and pool house to the M,
garage and store to Nortkast. Hard and soft landscaping with tennis courts to
North-West of sit€(Planning and Environment DepartmerRlanning Reference

P/2010/007Q on the site known a®a Platte Rocque, La Rocque, GroWille

In accordance with the briethe aim of the deslbased assessment was to:

¢ Identify the potential of the Project Site to include archaeological deposits
andto determine, where possible, their condition and likely survival,

¢ Define the scope and nature of the proposed development and any impact
on the archaeological resource;

¢ Help identify any health and safety concerns (e.g. soil contamination);

e Address the ptential of the Project Site to contain as yet unidentified
military features of all periods, including any modifications to the Jersey
Tower, in addition to considering the possible presence of archaeological
deposits of other periods and themges

e Considerand set out the context of the military features such that a full
understanding offte significance may be achieved

e To raise the potential foand nature offurther investigation, as required.

The assessment was carried outPaulDriscoll(BA, MA underthe managment of
Paul Martin (BSc HonalFA) and has bearompiled in accordance with the terms

of the brief.
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1.4 The Project SiteSite Visit
TheProject 8e is locatedin the southeastof Jersey, in the parish @rouville and
within the Vingtaine de la Rocqueentred on UTM/0424618. The site occupies
low lying land € 10m above sea levedt the very southern tip of La Rocque, south
of the coast road and immediately northeast of the pier at La Rocque (Le idarv

la RocquejFigl).

TheProject Site is set within grassed/landscapedrea of land comprising a main
house, a Jersey Tower, a podium with subterranean accommodation and a series of
German Occupation fortification§-ig 3. Thesite overlooks a public bay and the
breakwater of La Rocque. The house, subterranean accommodation and Jersey
Tower are accessed via a drive from the coast road. The military features are
accessed by crossing the existing laith one adjacent to the driwgay

entrance)

La Platte Rocque house is a private detached developnterilt in the late 18
century, although there is evidence for a structure existinghenplot in the earlier

part of the 19" century.

The visually most prominent feature tiie Project Site is the IBcentury Jersey
Tower. This tower formed one of a series of coastal towers desiggedeneral
Conway and builtto hinder any French invasion. These Towers were first
constructed in 1779, but the one at La Platte Rocque wdsunit by the time of

the French invasion in 1781, although its neighbour at La Rocque was. It appears
that the current Jersey Tower replaced an earlier fortification, which itself may have

replaced an even earlier defensive structure.

A series of &man military structures were constructed at La Platte Rocque during
WWII. These formed one a series of coastal defence resistance points that were
permanently manned. These resistance points comprised bunkers, machine gun
emplacements, search light anflamethrower emplacements and zzpg slit

trenches. Elements of this resistance point are still extant on the Project Site.
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15 Geology and Hydrology
The site is defined bgranite overlain by windblown sand, a feature typical of much
of the island. The granite outcrops and the granite rock formations that have been
an imposing element omaritime movement are clearly visible at low tide in the

area

1.6 Site Visit and geotechnical monitoring
Two site visits were undertaken, ofriday 28' August 2010 and the second in
conjunction with the geotechnical monitoring of the site, on Monday' Zugust
2010. In additiopa broader landscape assessment of the heritage assets associated

with the site was undertaken. The results of these aret@daeparately below.
1.7 Health and Safety

No health and safety concerns were noted during the site visit. There is no reason

to suspect ground contamination within the area.

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 3
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2 LEGISLATIVE AND PLANNING FRAMEWORK

2.1 TheProject Site is within an area of archaeological potential, particularly relating to
multi-period defensive fortifications.Specificallithe site is the location of a WWII
Resistance PoinWiderstandsnestand the more prominent Jersey Tower built in

the late 18" century.

2.2 This assessment is contained within the legislative and plgrframework related
to the Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002 Island Plan 2002Policy G12)
and theSupplemerdry Planning Guidandelanning Policy Note 1: Archaeology and
Planning (January 2008)

2.3 The Island Plan 20(2ates:

A NJ 3 NJ LXrchaeasbogipalyremains constitute one of the principal sources of
information about the people who have lived in Jersey during the last 250,000 years.
A rich variety of archaeological sites survive in the Island ranging from the
Palaeolithiccave site at & Cotte de St Brelade, through Neolithic ritual sites, Iron
Age promontory forts and medieval field patterns, to water mills and-pusdieval

town streets. These sites contain irreplaceable information about our past, are
essential to a knowledge of thastory of humanity, contribute to a sense of place

and have education, leisure and tourism vadue.

t I NI AN LIKKST b &ty yYoRQA F NOKIF S2t 23A 0! f K S N.
particularly from development within the town of St Helier and changes an th
countryside. However, the proposed development of a site can also provide

opportunities for archaeological investigatién.
Paragraph 4.370The States of Jersey affirmed its commitment to the safeguarding

2F Ada | NOKI S2f23A0!If KSNAGEF3IS 6KSy Al

Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (revised), Valetta,

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 4
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MphpH Q AY { SLII SYo Snidites ara pratect¢dAdérSey [5land Rlanti
2002 General Policigsg 13 law through designation as Sites of Special Interest, but
many archaeological sites and areas are not designated and there is a need for them

to be evaluated and protected, as appriate, through planning polic§.

t I NJ 3 NJ LIKConsiddratipny of thedimportance of possible archaeological
remains should be made before schemes for the development of archaeologically
sensitive sites are approved and archaeological evaluations ofnpak
development sites should therefore be sought as early as possible. Supplementary
planning guidance on Archaeology and Planning will provide information about
areas of known or potential archaeological interest and guidance about the

requirements ofirchaeological evaluatio#.

t I NJ 3 NJ here is @ prgs¥mption in favour of the preservation of important
archaeological remains and there may be instances where archaeological remains
will be of such significance to justify their preservationsiu. In most cases,
however, mitigation measures (either through the design of development, through
prior excavation and recording or an archaeological watching brief during

development) will provide adequate protectién.

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 5
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METHODOLOGY

This assessment has been guided by Standards and Guidance for Dddksed

Assessmentssued by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (revisedBR00

It conforms to the requirements set out in the documerief for an Archaeological
DeskBased Assassment ¢ La Platte Rocque, Application no. P/2010/0070n
particular this DBA has addressed the specific of the project (for example those

focussing on military archaeology) as outlined in the above brief.

The assessment, including thbaseline survey wolved consultation of readily
available archaeological and historical information from documentary, cartographic
and excavation archive sources. The primary repositories for information consulted

comprised:

Sociétélersiaise€Coutanchd.ibrary

e Historicmaps and documenis
e Register Sites of Special Interest and Buildings of Local Interest
e Sites of Special Interest

e Annual Bulletin of the Société Jersiaise

States of Jersey Planning Department

e Listed building designations for the study area

JerseyArchive

e Historic maps, books and aerial photographs

e Jersey Occupation Archive

Monitoring of the structural test pits was undertaken in accordance with the
Standards and Guidance for Watching Briefsued by the Institute of Field
Archaeologists (revisezD08).

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 6



Desk Based Assessment: AArc34
La Platte Rocque, Grouville, Jersey

4 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

4.1 General
Historic and Ordnance Survey maps held by the Lord Coutanche Library at the

Sociétélersiaisand the JerseiResearch Centreere examined.

4.2 Cartographic observations

Key observations regarding features on the maps are recorded in Table 1 below.

Map Observations Fig No
Dumaresque/ A house/structure is placed within the vicinity of La Plattq 3
Lemprierel694 Rocque. The nature of this building is not clewr canit

be positively identified as being at La Platte Rocque
Bellin 1755 No archaeological features are present on the map, but | 4

again a structure is located nearby. This appears to be
the same location as the building recorded on the 1694,
suggests that it is actually located further east.

Faden 1783 Coastal fortiftations depictedincluding the potential small 5
fort at La Platte Rocque, although its mapped position is
incorrect

Richmond 1795 The Jersey Round Tower of La Platte Rocque is clearly | 6
extant and correctly positioned. Earthwork features are
noted to the north, whilst seaward walls are noted to the
south and east

Bouillon 1799 Although other Jersey Towers are depicted the tower at| 7
Platte Rocque is not.

Baker 1840 The Jersey Tower at Platte Rocque is depicted but the p 8
is not, despite ibeing completed in 1827.

Godfray 1849 Depicts both the tower and a house which existed pior | 9

the current Victoriarhouse

German defence Depicts a number of features relating to the defensive | 10
sketch plan nature of the site, such as bunkeestillery posts,
searchlight placements and a flamethrower

Table 1: Summary of Cartographic observations

4.3 Discussion
It should be noted that the maps consultedn only offer a general guide to the
potential archaeological resourcef the site,as in a number of cases structural

features which are recorded iwarioussources are either missing, or incorrectly

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 7
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plotted.  Nevertheless they represent a useful appraisal of the potential

archaeological resource and contribute to the historical assess$mf the site.

TheDumaresque Map of 1694 is the earliest map to attempt to depict an accurate
geographical representation of Jersejhis map clearliflustratesthe preserce of a
building at La Rocque, howeweiis difficult to be precise about thposition of this
structure as the map itself is not entirely accuraté€he site of La Platte Rocque is
fA1Ste G2 0SS GKS &LJdzNV:2&la RoboyeRé4dsdo Sa/iSA th &K
structure depicted is occurring further to the east. Of courses thay be due to
inaccurate positioning on the mam order to facilitate the wording. The absence
of a structure on the 1694 map is difficult to judges the documentary evidence
suggests that a fortification had already been constructed there by time.t It is
possible, considering the general inaccuracies of maps of this nature that the
structure depicted may actually be at La Platte Rocdtmwever, it is more likely
that the map does not represent a comprehensive illustration of development at

this time.

The Bellin map of 1758epicts a stucture at La Platte Rocque, placing it omgmin
to the east of the Project Sit@nce againthere is an absence aftructural features
at La Platte Rocque, which is contrary to the documentary evidevitieh suggests

the existence of a fortification.

The Faden map of 1783 once again, does not recordstaingtureswithin the area

of La Platte Rocque. However, the documentary sources suggest that a building
should be presentDocumentary sources indicateahin 1781 the Frencleaptured

the small fort at La Platte Rocquine existenceof whichisrecordedin both French

and Britishcontemporary accountsHowever, the geographical accuracy of the
Faden map is doubtful aritierefore thestructure depictedto the southwestof the

site may be intendedo be the fort described in the documentary evidence. If so, it

is possiblethat this structure is also the one depicted the Dumaresque and Bellin

maps, although inaccurately positioned.

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 8
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By the time of thel795 Duke of Richmond map the Jersey Round Tower at La Platte

Rocque has been builtThe map was a survey started in 1787 and published in

1795, so it is not clear at what point within these eight ydaaisPlatte Rocque was

surveyed. The French invasioof 1781 expedited the construction of Jersey Round

Towers (althougtB0 were commissioned for building in 1779 only four were built

by the time of the French invasion). The Richmond map shows that, in addition to

the actual stone tower, likely earthwork rifications were positioned to the north

of the Round Tower, whilst a defensive wall formed an arc around the tower to the

south and east. This is likely the existing granite sea walfitsée

The Bouillon map of 1799 is perhaps the most surprigomgts omission of the

Jersey Round Tower at Platte Rocque. The other coastal fortifications are clearly

depicted along the east coast of the island, but despite mentioning the landing of

G§KS CNBYOK |G [Fltenctwigndel Hete"6Tary 178 OyEM (KB

Rocque Round Tower is not represented.

[ bt

By 1840 the Jersey Round Tower forms part of a network of recognised coastal

defensive structures. Strangely, the map does not depict the breakwater, which

was apparently commissioned in 1826 imer to protect fishing boats and prevent

fishermen from having to drag their vessel to shore for safety. Certainly additions

G2 GKS LIASNI 6SNB dzy RSNI I {Sy Ay (KS
on the 1840 map.

MYy Yy nQ

The 1849 Godfray map igyeificant for it depicts a building directly adjacent to the

Jersey Tower. This building was owned by (?) M.J. Graudin and is likely the house

represented in a drawing of 1870 by L Brucher (see section 6.9igudd). What

happened to this building isoh clear, but it is certainly not the building that

currently stands on the site.

The OS map of 1932, clearly depict the Round Tower and the house but little else of

archaeological interest. Perhaps of greater interest is the 1958 OS map of Jersey,

which although depicting the house and tower gives no indication of the German

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0
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trenches that once existed at the site. Whilst the more substantial military features
were extant the 1958 map confirms that significant landscaping occurred to the
area in the postwvar period (likely to be a 90 day period in 19¢See historical

assessment below).

In addition to the above, &erman sketch plan of the trenches, bunkers and
artillery positionss availabldrom a resource known athe Green Book (see fiff).
Regettably this is a sketch and is not accurately plotted, which becomes clear when
attempting to overlay the image onto existing aerial photos (sed fijg However,

the sketch plan does reveal a number of structures related to the occupation
defences thatare not visible on site todaynotably a number of machine gun

placements and bunkers as well as the slit trenches and underground tunnels
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5 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENGH?2 & 13)

5.1 A search of the aiphotograph collection held at the Jerseirchive was
undertaken. Photographs were examined from the 1943, 1965, 1974, 1997 and

2003 collections.

5.2  1943(L_C 14 B 8 2 11)
Regrettably the 1943 aerial photograph of La Platte Rocque, like much of the island,
is not of great quality as it was captured part of aerial reconnaissance by the
allies during WWil(seefig 12)® a4 WSNRSe FT2NX¥SR LINI 27
was heavily defended, allied aircraft were required to fly at greater altitude and in
different conditions to those that surveye@ritain at the same time. This is
unfortunate for it is taken right in the midst of the occupation and could have
provided important information regarding the fortifications at the siteThe
Germans constructed fortifications otine island during a twoyear period from
1941 to September 1943. It is therefore highly regrettable that the 1943 images are
of poor quality as they were taken orf"8ctober 1943, one month after the
Germans finished their building programme. However, there are a number of

features that need highlighting.

The aerial photograph depicts a number interesting features andvhich may

represent WWII occupation featuresA series of linear features (represented by
GKAGS aalOFNBEOD FNB SEGFHYOH | ywhichioi®enll 6f & |
part of the German fortifications. However, the clarity of the image is such that it is

not possible to define thenas zigzag, nordo the features conform exactly to the

sketch plan of the defences from the German Green books (seEfjaglthough

they are roughly equivalent.

1965 (D_W_E3 1 2278)
The clarity of the 1965 aerial photasmuch better than that of 1943(see figl3),
but there are no features of archaeological interesf here are some curving linear

features just south oftte tower and west of the house, which may be remnants of
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the German fortifications and the bunkerBements of the artillery platforms are

partially visible.

1974 (D_AL_B_24 W11)
Thee is little in the 1974 aerial photograph that is of archaeologictdrast. The

surrounding landscape is also devoid of potential archaeological features.

1997 and 2003

The 1997 aerial photo shows little of archaeological significance. However, the
2003 aerial photo does appear to show a linear feature (south ohthese) running
between two extant bunkers in the area that the German slit trenches would have
occurred. Like the 1943 AP these appear to be linear, rather tharagigbut this

cannot be substantiated.
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6 HISTORICAASSESSMENT

6.1 The historical accounts of La Platte Rocque are regrettably not consistent, but
provide enough information to identify previously unrecognised archaeological
features that may have once existed and which may be encountered through any
ground disturbance.Documentary sources were consulted at tBeciétéJersiaise

library and the Occupation Archive held at Jersey Archive.

6.2 ¢tKS SIENIASal KAAG2NARO &2dzNOS NBfIFdAy3a (K
suggests that the parish of Grouville was ordetedbuild a tower at La Platte
Rocque. It is not clear if this was defensive or a form of lighthouse to warn
incoming vessels. The rocks around La Platte Rocque are notorious for maritime
movement, hence the petitioning of the States in 1825 to consteulbteakwater to

shelter fishing vessels.

6.3 The Privy Council of Prince Charles, during his visit to Jersey in 1646, ordered a
fortification to be built at La Platte Rocque that would hold canon (Stevens 1980:
54). Interestinglyafter the construction prgramme beganthe workmen found
the foundations of an earlier fortification (Anthony 2001: 299), perhaps the one
commissioned in 1540. It is unclear to what extent the foundations of this

fortification may still exist.

6.4 In May 1778 General Sir Henry B8eyur Conway wrote to the Secretary of State,
Lord Weymouth, to ask for finances to build a series of coastal defence structures to
LINEKAOAGU CNBYOK AYy@lFaiazy oale&yS théymY wm
YAY3IQa LJ Sl adA\BP FENDHKKERHNAEARIOFSWEMNCcYynd
proposed 30 towers had been built. The delay appears to have been due to a lack
of stonemasons and skilled workmen to carry out the job, unlike in Guernsey where

building work began almost immediatelfxgust 1778).

6.5 The date for the construction of the Jersey Tower at La Platte Rocque is disputable.
It is almost certain that by the time of the French invasion 8njénuary 1781, La

Platte Rocque was the site of a somewhat dilapidated guardhoudsuagh the
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Tower at nearby La Rocque was built by that point. HoweverAtttes des Etats

(Acts of the States of Jersey) of 1780 describe both La Rocque and La Platte Rocque
as magazines, whilst guardhouses were specifically mentioned at St Saviour and
Racberg (i.e. La Platte Rocque is not referred to as a guardhouse, but holds the
same description as La Rocque). It appears that the landing of the French at La
Platte Rocque went unnoticed by the nearby militia stationed at La Rocque. It
transpired that hese men had left their @is to engage in the Christmas/NewaY
festivities and were subsequently courtarshalled. Rullecourt (the French
commander leading the invasion force) had considered the area of La Platte Rocque

to be of key strategic importanda capturing the island.

6.6 After landing without resistance, the French invasion force made their way to St
Helier, leaving behind a detachment of 100 men. After the Battle of Jersey, the
French retreated (supposedly) to La Platte Rocque, where a fughgagement
took place (Mayne 1981). The result of this engagement was the death of one
officer, the wounding of another and the demise of 20 soldiers (all French), all of
whom were apparently buried in the vicinity of the current house. The evidence fo
this is regrettably not secure and it is not entirely clear that this engagement
actually occurred at La Platte Rocque, but caution must be raised for if correct then
any ground disturbance at La Platte Rocque may encounter human remains from a

hugely sHY A FAOI yi LI NI 2F WSNERSE2Qa KAAUZ2NEO

6.7 At what point after the invasion the Jersey Tower at La Platte Rocque was built is
y24 Of SI N» /| SNIIAyte GKS Ay@dFaizy SEL
defensive installationgseefig 15), but it seems it may havbeen a few years later
that La Platte Rocque was completed. Some sources (e.g. Grimsley 1988) suggest
that it was built in 17822, but the map evidence does not concur. The Faden map
of 1783 (although likely surveyed earlier) depicts a smaller stradtuthe vicinity
(although not precisely at La Platte Rocque) than the contemporary Jersey Towers
at La Rocque and along the east coast. The Tower does appear on the 1795

Richmond map, but at what point after 1783 and before 1795 it was constructed is
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difficult to ascertain. As previously mentioned the Richmond map was begun in

1787 and completed in 1795, but further clarity is not possible.

6.8 In 1825, fishermen at La Platte Rocque petitioned the States of Jersey to build a pier
to protect vessels and pwade sheltered anchorage. Prior to this and during the
medieval period, vessels were hauled above high water mark. The pier was

O2YLX SGSR AYy MyHTZXZ |f0K2dzZ3K FdzNIKSNJ 62 NJ

6.9 The date of the building of the current La Platte Rocqueskois, like the Jersey
Tower, not entirely clear. Dates on the windows of the house suggest a date of
1887. However, an image by L Brucher from 1870 depicts a house with a different
architectural style of the current building (which is Victorian), adjate the Tower
at La Platte Rocquesde fig 14. This is confirmed by theartographicevidence.
The Godfray map of 1849 clearly depicts a building at this location owned by (?)
M.J. Graudin. What happened to the previous structure and how precis@y it

positioned on the Godfray map is not known.

6.10  One of the most important documentary resources for Channel Islands in relation to
0KS 200dzLJ GA2y LIKIFIaS Aa GKS GDNBSy .221a
The Taktische taersichten der Festungsbeich Jersey 1944 (or Tactical Review of
Fortress Area Jersey 1944) is a German military account of the occupation defensive
structures. On liberation they were given to the Lieuten@uvernor and copies

are now held in th&SociétéJersiaise library.

6.11 The Green Books provide important evidence relating to the German fortification of
La Platte Rocque. They describe the type of artillery and defensive structures that
existed and their position within a network of defences around the island.
Furthermore &etch plans of the fortifications are also extant, but they are not

detailed plans and have been difficult to match up with the aerial photos.

6.12 The Channel Islands were occupied for five yeaosn July 1940until their
liberation in May 1945. Between 1941 and 1943 tBermans embarked on a

programme intensive fortification building. Over 20% of the material that was to be
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LI NG 2F | AGESNRE ' aGftrrydAO 21ttt OFYS G2
WWII legacy still extant todayvvw.ciosjersey.org.uk/Introl.htmn

6.13  Germandefensivestructuresin Jerseywere comprised of three principle types: the
strongpoint or base Stutzpunkt¢ STR, which was the largest of the defensive
structures, the Widerstandsnest(WN) or resistancenest which was the most
numerous and the EinsatzstellungEIN) or operational position, which was an

unmanned point used only during times of increased threat.

6.14 La Platte Rocque was fortified during the Occupation and is referred to as La Rocque
'Y F2NXAY 3 2 yWider@ahdsrigpa La2Rbcu (the othdseing La
Rocque Bslightly to the northeast at La Nez de la Rocgunel next to another
Jersey Towgr These resistance points formed part oE@mmunicatinghetwork of
defence on the southeast of the island that offered formidable protection to the
interior of the island (sedig 16). Operational positions (EINs) flanked both La
Rocque A and B at Le Hoand at Le Hurel. Each position was linked to it neighbour

and were expected to join one another in the event of attack

6.15 The Widerstandsnestartillery and defensive structures at La Platte Rocque
consisted of a series of bunkers and artillery casementhe weaponry and
equipment at La Platte Rocque is described thus: 3 x MG34 light machine guns (two
equipped as heavy machine gunk)x French MG311(1) machine guns installed in a
tank turret, 1 x 3.7cm French Puteaux gun KwK 144(f) mounted in a R&Tdut
tank turret with a machine gufand emplaced at the end of the pied) x 5cm Anti
Tank gun, 1 x medium flarthrower, 1 x 30cm searchlight and 1 60cm searchlight.
One of the MG34 machine guns was placed on top of the Jersey Tower. The WN

was mannedy 4 NCOs and 19 other ranks.

6.16 In addition a series of bunkers and artillery stations, which have been retained,
were linked via zigag slit trenches (which have been difficult to identify via aerial
photographs). The entire site would have been camed by barbedvire with
discreet openings for movement to the machine guns on the pier and access to the

coast road. A sketch plan of the fortifications of La Platte Rocque A is included in
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the Green Books (sdeg 10) and although it is not possible ttirectly correlate this

with the APs the German fortifications, the plan suggests that certain military
features (notably a bunker and machine gun placement) were located in an area of
proposed ground disturbance. However, no German features were notechgl

the geotechnical monitoring.

6.17 On 19" June 1944after the Normandy landings and-Day a Lockheed Lightning
Bomber, flying over La Platte Rocque was shot at by the German artillery stationed
there and in retaliation the bomber dropped two bombs the vicinity (Bryans
1977). No one was killed but the house known as Rockston, adjacent to the Project
Site was destroyed. The other borfdmded on the beach. It is not clear whether

other unexploded ordnance was dropped.

6.18 Perhaps as important as the&onstruction of the fortifications, was their
decommissioning. When the islands were finally liberated in May 1945, the Royal
Engineers were charged with removing the German installations. This appears to
have taken place over a 90 day period from MayAtgust 1945. Letterkeld by
the Jersey Archive (L/C/14/D/3etween the LieutenanGovernor andhe British
High Command appear to have prioritised the removal of fortified sites with those
affecting agricultural land given the highest importanceofod by slips and then
barriers in St Helier. Regardlefise 90 day period of decommissioning seems to
have radically removed substantial parts of Occupation period archaeology from the

site.
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BASELINE SURVEY

Archaeological context: Jersey ahéRocque

The archaeological evidence relating to La Rocque and its immediate hinterland is
to say the leastpoor. In an overall island (and even intistand) context, the area
around La Platte Rocque is low in indicators for human actwitilacks anyof the
significant prehistoric and historic structures that have been found elsewhere in the
island. However, thegeotechnical monitoring that formed part of this assessment
has revealed a potential prehistoric presence at the site, which adds consigeoabl
our understanding of La Rocqu®ue to the limited nature of archaeology in the
southeast of the island, this baseline survey was extended to cover a 3km radius

from the Project Site.

Palaeoenvironment

Palaeoenvironmental evidence for the area of La Rocqlimited. Environmental
samples have been retrieved from Grouville Marsh, roughly 3km to the north and
more closely at Marais a la Cocque5km to the north. The evidence from
Grouville Marsh is grhaps too distant to be of value to La Platte Rocque, but within
an area of historic and prehistoric activity the samples demonstrated dioaing

the Neolithic this area was partly deforested and subsequently both arable and
pastoral farming took placepllowed by a decline in human activity during the
Bronze and Iron Ages and the Roman period, before a resurgence of use in the post
Roman period (Jonext al 1990: 7587).

At Marais a la Cocquvhilst no radiocarbon dating is availaplé is clear hat a
more intensive arable economy than at GrowvilMarsh occurred during the
Neolithic, but like Grouville there was a drop in agricultural activity in the Bronze
Age (Jone®t al. 1990: 8991). Interestingly, therare increasel human induced
changesto the environment during the Iron Age, when farming returned.

According to Jonest al (1990: 120) the southeast of the island wag fevoured
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for settlement during the Bronze Age. However, the geotechnical test pits revealed

Bronze Age activity.

PalaeolithicMesolithic (250000; 5000 BC)
There is no evidence relating to the Palaeolithic or Mesolithic around La Rocque.
However, this area was subjected to changes in sea level prior and during the

Neolithic and therefore it is possible evidence bagn lost.

Neolithic (5000¢ 2600BC)
Evidence for Neolithic activity is meagre. The closest Neolithic site isWhsnh St
Clement, which is a Neolithic Gallery Grave, but there is nothing within the

immediate landscape of La Platte Rocque.

Chalcolihic (2600¢ 2200BC)

There is no evidence relating to the Chalcolithic at or around the Project Site.

Bronze Age (220 800BC)

Although the southeasbf Jerseywas considered lacking in human occupation
during the Bronze Age (see 7.2 abqu@onze Agedivity is known at Icho Islegn

islet c.2km southwest of the Project SiteExcavations undertakehere in 1919,
1920 and 1929 uncovered prehistoric exploitation including fragments of Bronze
Age pottery, bones of goat and pony, shells of limpet, oysteallop, winkle, whelk
and ormer, along with crushed human bone, apparently also from the prehistoric
horizon. The pottery is Early to Middle Bronze Age and is clearly reminiscent of
vessels from the middens of La Pulente and Petit Port on the west obake
island (Driscoll 2010)Whilst there is no direct connection to La Platte Rocque the
monitoring of geotechnical test pits did find evidence relating to the Early Bronze

Age exploitation of the area.

The closest potential Bronze Age siteto la®li S w2 OljdzS§ Aa {d /fSY
(<2km@g KSNB SEOI G iA2ya Ay GKS mpynQa NBGSI

the exact nature of the prehistoric phase of this site has not been ascertained.
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Iron Age (80Q@; 56/100BC)

There is no evidence of Iron Age activity within the Project Site or its landscape.

GalloRoman (100/56 BG 400 AD)

Evidence for Gallw2 Yy LISNA2ZR SELX 2AGlFGA2Y A&
churchyard (less than 2km from the Project Site) appearsate been the location

of some form of Roman activity and a bronze statue of Hercules was found there.

Recent activity at Grouville Church has revealed a Roman presence beneath the

church itself, but this is beyond the area of the current study.

Early Malieval (400 Ax; 1600AD)
There is no evidence for Medieval activity within the Project Site or its immediate

hinterland.

PostMedieval (16001900 AD)

Evidence for posinedieval exploitation of the Project Site and its surrounding
landscape is one ofhe more prolific. Much of this remains as above ground
archaeology and is particularly emphasised through the building of Idteastury
coastal defences. La Platte Rocque formed one of a series of Jersey Towers that
protected the southern and eastercoast of the island in the period following the
invasion of Jersey by the French. The importance of these has already been

addressed above.

Modern (19001950 AD)

The modern impact on the Project Site has been dramatic. Most notable are the
German fotifications that occupy La Platte Rocque and its immediate hinterland.
La Platte Rocque, as explained above (see section 6.14 and 6.15) formed part of a
series of communicating defensive installations and should not be treated as an
individual entity. As Widerstandsnestor Resistance Point, it was paralleled 400m

to the north east by another WN at La Rocque and was flankdgirsatzstellungs

at La Hocq and Le Hurel. WNs were permanently manned stations, whilst EINs were

© Absolute Archaeology 2@0 20



Desk Based Assessment: AArc34
La Platte Rocque, Grouville, Jersey

only occupied during times dfeightened threat. Communication between the
points wasimperative;as they were required to assist or defend the other if one
should be breached, creating in theory a seamless defence of the coast. The WN at
the Project Site, along with the WN at La oz would have comprised a series of
bunkers, artillery areas for machine guetc, a flamethrower emplacement and

search light facilities.

The bunkers are clearly still extant at the Project Site and impacts upon elements of

the landscape can still bé NI OS R @ ¢tKS aOdzié Ayildz2z GKS -
install a machine gun can still be seen from the bay (se&7ig Other elements

relating to the German Occupation have not survived above ground. Notable are

the flamethrower and searchlighemplacements, the slit trenches and a number of

smaller bunkers, which are represented on German sketch plans from the Green

Books.
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8 GEOTECHNICAL TEST PIT MONITORING

8.1 Due to the need toundertake structural engineering test in advance of
development,five geotechnical test pitgherein referred to as test pitsyere dug
within the area ofdevelopment.The client allowed the excavations to be monitored

and artefacts retrieved.

8.2 Current site conditions and test pit locationsee figg 18-21)
The site is currently comprised of a main house with associated outbuildings
(subterranean annex), the Jersey Towers and extant WWII defensive structures,

interspersed by a gravel drive and a well presented lawn.

Two test pits were positioned on the nmalawn (TP1 & 2)one in the area of the
current car parkTP4),0ne adjacent to the stairs descending to the subterranean

annex(TP3) and (TP5) against the fabric of thherent house

The test pitsmeasured< 2m (I) x 2m 9w) and were exposed using an?grading

bucket to a depth of 4.5m.

8.3 Resitts of the test pit monitoring
Test Pits 1, 2 andvealedlayers ofhumicwind-blown sandhroughout Test Pi4
comprisedwindblown sand (> 1m deep),overlain by a rubble layer of broken
granite and a dark greyish brown, humic sand matrido archaeological finds or

featureswereidentified in Test Pits 3 and 4.

TestRts 1 & 2reveakd evidence of archaeological activitin Test Pit 1 at a depth

of 1.2m,an ovate worked flint scraper was located, along with a small fragment of
prehistoric pottery. The flinhas been identified as aBarly Bronze Agexample
(Paul Martin pers. commwhich corresponds to the date of thgottery (PawDavid
Driscoll pers.@mm.). The scraper was located in the lower, medium greyish brown

humic sand layeridentified at the base of the trench{context (101)) No
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archaeologicafeature was noted, however the small sample area would make any

archaeological contexts difficult &ee.

Test Pit 2 also revealed evidence for prehigtactivity,in the form ofa fineflint
thumb scraper,alsorecovered from a depth of.2m. A tapering $haped ditch
[202], starting at600mmbelow ground leveand continuing to a depth of 1.2m
was identified (not sectioned andiepth not fully recorded. It was approximately
600mmwide at the top and 450mm wideat the baseThe flint scraper was found
adjacent to the ditchbut not from within the fill. The flint wasdentified within a
medium greyish brown humic sand laye€ontext (203), similar teontext (100).
The height of the top of thalitch and thenature of thefill (comprising a light
windblown sand matrix Context (20))would suggest that the feata belongs to

post medieval aitvity on the site.

The test pits revealed no evidence of German defences (e.g. slit trenches or
bunkers), which are positioned on the German sketch plan of La Platte Rocque.
Although it is possible that the information regarding the WWII landscapirigeof

site may be inaccurate, documentary and cartographic sources testify to the intense
use of the site as a strategic military vantage point. Although it is possible that the
sources are inaccurate, it is equally possible that the scale and locatidre ¢@$t

pitting was not sufficient to properly assess the potential survival of these features.

Due to the natureof the investigation, there was limited opportunity sssess the
extent and nature of the layers that contained the worked flint and potté/hilst
it is noted that no archaeological features were identified as a result of the test
pitting, it is entirely possible that features may be revealed in the event of further

ground disturbance/investigation.
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9 IMPACT OPROPOSHDEVELOPMENT

9.1 TheProposal
¢t KS OdZNNByYyd RS@GSt2LYSyYyld Lbhekdlihsttuftures g @2t @S
base of round tower. Construct ground floor extension to West elevation of main
house, swimming pool and pool house to the N&itbst, garage and store to
North-Eas$. Hard and soft landscaping with tennis courts to NéAthst of sit€@ & Ly
order to address the impacts of this development on the potential archaeological
resource, each element of the desigg addressed separatelyA drawing of the

proposed developmet with the existing features can be found at the effid £3).

9.2 Demolish structure to base of round tower

The current toweris surrounded by a lovgranite wall at its base (sedig 22),
currently in use as a flower bedAlthough it was proposed to removhis outer
walling and reduce the area down to the base of the towlus exposing the
original historic fabric of the Jersey Tower, communication wthrk Dennis
(Design Plud.td) suggests that this may no longer being carried out. However,
should ths part of the scheme be reintroduced may be worthwhile to monitor

the work in order torecord anyearlier structuresthe potential forwhich has been

identified through the historical assessment (see sections 6.2 and 6.3).

9.3 Construct ground flooextension to West elevation of the main house, swimming
pool and poothouse to the NorthWest
The extension to the west elevation of the main house is unlikely to affect
archaeology as it will be buitin an already existing area of hard standing (congrete
that leads to the subterranean accommodation. Any archaeology that existed in
this area would have already been destroyed during the construction of this

accommodation andandscaping.
The excavation of the poavill involve extensive groundisturbarce. Thearea of

the poolthat will be in thevicinity of the subterranean accommodation and podium

terracedoes not pose a threat to extant archaeologywéver,the proposed pool
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will alsoinvolve ground disturbance of the lawn to the south and southwafst
these existing structures TheGerman sketch plan of the Occupation defences
would indicate that a bunker and sliteinches may be within this areln addition,
test pits 1 & 2 revealeckvidence of prehistoric activity within the area. It is
therefore proposed that may ground disturbance to the depth required for a

swimming poolnmayhave an impact on this resource.

Although the majority of the building will be constructed on existing hard standing,
the foundationsof the poothouse althoughless intrusive, will disturb new ground
Within this area, test pits (1 & 2produced evidence for prehistoriactivity.
Furthermore, according to the German sketch plan, the gmalse will be built in

an area where a bunker and machine gun placement \pesgtioned.

9.4 Garage and storage to the NE
No test pits were located in this are@he only potential archaeological feature of
note would be the searchlight emplacement which is represented on the Green
Book sketch plan. The extent to which this emplaent would have survived
subsequent landscaping and the removal of occupation structures between May

and August 1945 is not known.

9.5 Hard and soft landscaping with tennis courts to the Northwest
The location of the tennis courts and their associataddscaping is within and
adjacent b the lawn area which revealedvidence ofprehistoric activity. A

searchlight emplacement and a bunker @@cumented within the area.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

Prehistori¢250000100/56 BC)
Evidence for Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic activity must be consideved
However, Bronze Age potential should be considaretiiumbased on the results

from the test pitting. Iron Age potential should be consideleal.

GalloRoman (100/56BC¢ 400 AD)
There is no evidence to suggest a G&lmman presence at the site. Potential is

therefore low.

Medieval (400c 1600AD)
There is limited evidence from the immediate landscape around the Project Site for
a medievalactivity. It therefore suggested that the potential for archaeology

relating this period be considerddw.

PostMedieval (1600c 1900 AD)

Evidence relating to the construction of the tower and its antecedents is not clearly
defined. Historic evidencpoints towards the existence of a fortification prior to
the guardtower that was present before the Jersey Tower. If alterations to the
foundations of the Jersey Tower are to go ahead then the potential for the retrieval
of evidence relating to the poshedieval period should be considerededium -

high.

Modern (1900¢ 1950 AD)

The occurrence ofWWII activity in the Project Area should be considelegh.
Despite the absence avidencefrom the test pits, the primary focus of German
fortification structures (derived from the sketch plan) would be within the main
area of the lawn, part of which will form the proposed swimming ptiaghould be

noted that test pits were not excavated within the main area of proposed activity.
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CONCLUSION/MITIGATION

The nature of the redevelopment of the site is extensive and involves the
excavation of foundation trenches and a substantial amount of ground reduction
(to accommodate the swimming pool), alongside a regeneration of existing

structures and the potential expase of historic fabrics.

The historical evidence (documentary and cartographic) highlights the potential for
extensive archaeology relating to the conflict history of Jersey, from tHg 17
century through to the WWII occupation. Although the enginegtest pits did not
reveal evidence relating to this part of the sites history, it is considered that the
proposed groundworks have a high potential to reveal evidence relating to

excavated features resulting frohistoric ndscaping.

The test pits did, howeveneveal evidencefor Bronze Age activity within the
development area. Although, once again, associated features were not identified as
a result of the test pitting, the potential for the development to reveal associated

archaeola@y is considereds medium

It is considered that, in light of suggested alterations to the development strategy,
regarding excavation within the region of tlerseyTower, that there is a low risk

to the fabric of the historical building. Should futupdans incorporate excavation
within the region of the footings of the structure, then the potential to add to the

archaeological record within this area of the steouldbe considerecasmedium.

It is therefore suggested that, should further archaeotabinvestigation be agreed,

a trench evaluation take place prior to the commencement groundwork. It is
proposed that archaeological evaluation trenches should be excavated to target
areas of ground disturbance where modern development has not previoasked
theremoval of potential archaeology. This is to include the area in the vicinity of the
foundation of the Tower, should plans be altered to include excavation within this

area of the site.
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Figl: Project Site location
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Fig2: Project Site plarf© Design Plus)
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Fig3: Dumaresque Map 01694

Fig4: Bellin Map of 1755
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Figb: Faden Map of 1783

Fig6: Richmond Map of 1795
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Fig7: Bouillon Map of 1799

Fig8: BakerMap of 1840
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