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Abbreviations and terminology

Archaeology
Taken to mean the study of past human societies through their material remains

from prehistorictimes to the modern era. It is also used in this report as a means of

describing physical remains (e.g. there is likely to be preservation of archaeology).

DBA

Archaeological Desk Based Assessment

aob

AboveOrdnance Datumused to express awg@n height above mean sea level.

SEA LEVEL

Heighs are to thenearest metre above sea leva Newlyn.

The Site

The specific development area

The Study Area

A 1km radius from the centre of the development area, incorporating significant

archaeology

Confidence ratings

Low

Archaeological activity is considered unlik&lgsed on availablénformation, but
cannot be entirely discounted.

Moderate

Likely survival foarchaeological remains based on proximity to archaeological sites,

associated finds and or literary and cartographic evidence.
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High

Confirmed presence of archaeological features, preserved to a high level from which

vital and important evidence could bétined.
Noteoy t NAYyOSaQ [|YyS
LG Aa y2GSR o6& (GKS I dziK2NJ GKI (stolb& & KA &G 2 NJ

errorandwasLINP 6 6f @ AYGSYRSR | & esthhisfe®feling [ | yYS®

is used throughout this document.
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Bristol chronological table (for the purposes of this DBA)

Period Date Information
Prehistoric 700000¢ | Generalised period from the earliest human activityBritain
43AD (Pakefield) to the conquest of Britain by Claudius.
Palaeolithic 700000- Mobile groups, ephemeral habitation evidence, stone tool
10000 BC| technology. Material evidence found predominantly in caves.
Earliest evidence for hominins in Europe is at Pakefield in No
dating to ¢.750000 BP.
Mesolithic 10000¢ Period of majortansformation in the European environment
4000BC | and landscape after the end of the last Ice Age. Mobile hunte
gatherer communities, sophisticated tool technology and som
semipermanent settlementparticularly along the east coast of
England and in Ireland.
Neolithic 4000c¢ Emergence of monumental architectusych as long barrows
2400 BC | and causewayed enclosurellovement towards more&eomplex
societyandsedentary lifestyles.
Bronze Age 2400¢ Introduction of Bronze, construction ofbrows/tumuli for the
800 BC dead in the early stages replaced by a lack of monuments an
the preponderance toward hoard deposition.
Iron Age 800¢ Introduction of Iron and the return ahonumental architecture
43AD in the form ofhillforts, for example aBlaise Castle and Clifton.
RomaneBritish 43-410 AD| RomanaBritish periodincluding the emergence of villas and
Roman infrastructure. Roman activkgown from theSevern
Levelsandat Sea Mills.
Early Medieval 410¢1066 | PostRoman period including Saxon invasions and the arrival
AD Christianity.
Medieval 1066¢ Medieval period in Britain including Tudor activity, with arbitra
1650AD | cut off point of 1650AD.
PostMedieval 1650¢ Period of rapidndustrial development and changes to the
1900 AD | English landscape.
Modern 1900¢ IncludingWWI,WW!lland Cold War archaeology
1950 AD
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NONTECHNICAL SUMMARY

Site Name: Land to the Rear of 412otwell RoadHotwells, Bristol
NGR: ST566717276
Type: Desk Based Assessment

On the 21* October2009, Absolute Archaeology was commissionedMiryS Joshi

(Chest Properties Ltdd carry out anarchaeologicaDesk Based Assessment (DBA)
onlandto the rear of 412HotwellRoad | 2 1St f ax . NRadz2t o0gAGK
Lane, Clifton). The primapurpose of the investigation is to assess the date, nature

and use of terraced land tthe rear of 412Hotwell Roadin order to ascertain the

historical value of the site. This document will also assess the archaeological
potential of the site and its emons. This document will form part of plans to

consider the potential of the site for future development.

Documentary and archaeological resources indicate that the development site has a
low archaeological potential regarding prehistoric to medievalchaeology.
Extensivequarrying activity in te area has greatly altered the appearance of the
site, reducingthe potential for early archaeological remains. The site itself comprises
late 18" century to early 18 century terracing associated with the éGeorgian
development of the areain association with the spalhe site is interpreted as an
example of historic/landscape archaeology from the Georgian period. It is the
conclusion of this investigation that any plans to develop the site should seek to
maintain the existing landscape features in order to preserve the tegachich are

at present in a bad state of repair.
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1 INTRODUCTIOAND THE STUDY AREA

1.1 This Desk Based Assessment (DBA) has been commissioned by Mr S Joshi
(Chest Properties Ltd) in conjunction with plans to consider the potential of
the two upper terraces o®[ I YR (2 { K&welvFoh@J RZFNJ nfvdzi dzNB

development.

1.2 The objective oflie assessmeris to identify the nature and extent of the
recorded archaeological resource within, and in the immediate environs of,
the site. Tle Desk Based Assessmenill focus primarily on the historic
archaeology of the site, in an attempt to recreatee nature of land use in
this area from the 17 century to the present dayln addition, this
assessment analyses the potential for unrecorded archaeology in the study
area. The investigation has been extended to include all significant

information within alkm radius of the site.

1.3 The assessment was carried out Bam Driscol(MA, PIFA under the
managment of Paul Martin (BSc HgnAIFA) and has beertompiled in
accordance withrequirements determined by our client, Chest Properties
Ltd.

1.4 The sitecomprises the top two garden terraces of land previously belonging
to 412 Hotwell Road, Hotwells (Rock House). Thess#igs steeply towards
the River Avon, overlooking Leigh Woods on the opposite face of the gorge.
Clifton Suspension Bridge cae viewed less than 300m tihe north. The
tunnel of the disused Clifton Rocks Railwiaysc. 55m to the north of the
terrace. The late 180Sy (i dzNEBE  t NBYIOB81Q a2 v @A f, NNV EOS A Q
the rear to the site and Tuffleigh house can be seen just 80m to the north.
¢tKS /2f2YyyYIRS YR {0 *xAyOSyidQa ¢SNNI OS
of Rock Housalong Hotwell Road at the foot of the gorg&ccess is gained
ALt NAyYy OS &a@d),[CliftghS 6 LINK @I ( S
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15 Site Visit

1.5.1 Twosite visis were carried outy Paul Martin and Sam Driscoll 86" Oct
09 and 11" November 09 respectivelyThe site comprises the upper two
terraces of land to the rear of 412 Hotwell Road. The tersace artificial,
having been created in thearly 18" century as part of the landscaped
gardens to the rear of Rock Hou@&gs 14.414.2) Theterraces are formed
of made up ground with high walls comprisitignestone rubble with
limestone flag cappinglhe lower terrace wall has been repaired with a red
brick stretcher bond (upper seven courseB)g 14.3 The total area
comprises less than 500mAt the time of the visit thesite was overgrown
showing no sign of cultivation odandscaping in recent historyvy and
brambles dominate the siteSomefruit trees noted on the terraces appear
to be self setas no formal plan is evidento¥ng treesand ivieshave taken
root amongst the stonework causing notable damage te tarracewalls.
Excessive roogrowth near to thesecondterrace retaining wall is putting
pressure on the masonry, causing the wall to lemmd weakening the

bonding material.

1.5.2 The upper terrace has a drain built into the rear wall, providingirzoff
fromt NAYy OSaQ A ltag Sas beer? tBré&aded through the drain,
presumable to provide water to a building that once stood against the wall
of the upper terracqgFig 14.4) Extensive rubble masks this area of the site,
but remnants of a brick/ concrete bdihg platformare visible beneath the
demolition material.The remains of a modern brick built structure can be
seen against the north partition wall. Sed brickcourses of stretcher bond
remain capped with a single course of heade(Big 14.5) A 1905
photograph of the site appears to show a greenhouse type structure in this
area (Fig 10.2). The purpose of this building was not ascertained at the
time of the visit but it perhaps served as a foundation forback built
structure. A stone edgegath can be seen leading along tperiphery of

the upper terrace.

© Absolute Archaeolog2010
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Brick steps lad down to the second terracéA small modern brick building,
with corrugated roof is located to the north, up agsirthe partition wall

(Fig 14.6) Inspection inside thestructure revealed a large piece of iron
machinery which appeared to be in si(kig 14.7) A large iron pipe was
identified (again apparently in situ) close to the above and several thick iron
pipes lay against the walFig 14.8) Brackets seen attachdd the terracing
have been interpreted as fixings to hold the pipes, which probably formed a
heating system foa greenhouse (forcing houseot houseor vinery) on this
terrace(Fig 10.2). Render from a building can be seen adhering to the rear
retaining wall of the lower terrace and there is evidence of a building
platform in this area(Fig 14.9) Again, demolition material and dumped
rubbish dominates the terragenaking a full investigation impossible at the
time of the visit.A stone edged pathway cde seen running nortisouth in

front of the site of the proposed greenhouse.

A grotto belonging to 412 HotweRoadundercuts the retaining wall of the
lower terrace. Access to this area was not permitted by the land owner at

the time of the visit.

Seps from the rear of 41Hotwell Road run up the terracirtg a gate with

I 00Saa FTNRBY tNAyOSaQ [lySo

Health and Safety

Whilst no immediate health and safety concerns wetentified as a result
of the visit, it is noted that the retaining terrace walls are chgarhder
strain from abundant rootgrowth and show signs of deterioration that

could cause concern for anyone working close to the edge of the terracing.

There is no reason to suspect ground contamination within the area.

© Absolute Archaeolog2010
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1.7 Geology Topographyand Hydrology

1.7.1 The area under investigation is characterised@lifton Down Limestone
Formation (Carboniferous Limestone The gorge as it appears today has
been much altered by thevidespreadextraction of natural resources and
extensiveengineering projectsRubble from the 19 centuryRiverwidening

scheme was used to fill in some of the larger quarries.

1.7.2 The site is loated on the eastern edge of the Avon Gorge. At this point the
cliff slopes from c. 63m aOD to 9m aOD. In th® déntury the gorgesloped
steeplydown to the river with at least two established rights of way, one in
the vicinity of Bridge Valley Road attte other following the path now
1y26y | & t BhteQ$8 dedtun| theyfedrazes that characterise
the gorge today were established as formal gardenaccompany thdate

Georgian housing.

1.7.3 To the west of the River Avon, the Leigh Woods areth@fgorge can be

seen to rise sharply to 80m aOD.

1.7.4 The river gives ris® a number of hot springs that filter up through the tidal
mud at low tide. Springs also rise from along the gorge, most notably in the
region of the Clifton Rocks Railway aaidthe top of Sion Hill. These areas
were tapped for their water source at several periods during th&-1g"

century.
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LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

This DBA has been devised in response to national legis|&li@mmning
Policy Guidance Note 16: Archaeology d@ldnning(PPG16)nd Bristol
Local Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document Number
7: Archaeology and Developmef2006)

PPG16 states:

AdWhere nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or
not, are affected by proposeatkvelopment there should be a presumption in

favour of their physical preservation 6 LJ- NI y 0 &

df physical preservatiom situis not feasible, an archaeological excavation
for the purposes of 'preservation by record’, may be an acceptable
I £ 0 S Nyparai R3S ¢

dn their own interests, therefore, prospective developers should in all cases
include as part of their research into the development potential of a site,
which they undertake before making a planning application, an initial
assessment of whier the site is known or likely to contain archaeological
remaing O LJ NI MO o

oLocal planning authorities can expect developers to provide the results of
such assessments and evaluations as part of their application for sites where
there is a good reasomo believe there are remains of archaeological

importanc€ O LJ- NI HHO®

OWhere planning authorities decide that the physical preservation in situ of
archaeological remains is not justified in the circumstances of the case and

that development resulting in the destruction of the archaeological remains

© Absolute Archaeolog2010



AAr@2/10/DBALand to the Rear of 412 Hotwell Road, Bristol

should proceed, it would kentirely reasonable for the planning authority to
satisfy itself before granting planning permission, that the developer has
made appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation and
recording of the remains. Such excavation and recording sheulchrried

out before development commences, working to a project brief prepared by
the planning authority and taking advice from archaeological consuléants

(para 25).

2.3 BristolLPDF SPD 7 states

a oThere will be a presumption favour of preservingany archaeological

features or site®f national importance, whethet OK S Rdzf §#). 2 NJ y 2 (i €

GoLLO 5S@St2LISYyld 6KAOK O2dZ R | ROSNAST ¢
or buildings of archaeological interest and their settings will require an
assessment of the archaeological resource through a-tgslstudy, and
where appropriate a field evaluation. Where there is evidence of
archaeological remains, development will not be permitted except where it
can be demonstrated that the archaeologicehtfures of the site will be
satisfactorily preserved in situ, or a suitable strategy has been put forward
to mitigate the impact of development proposals upon important
archaeological remains and their settings; or, if this is not possible and the
sites ae not scheduled or of national importance, provision for adequately
recording the site prior to destruction is made, preferably by negotiating a
planning agreement to ensure that access, time and financial resources are

available to allow essential recordj and publication to take plaé€p4).

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 6
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3 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Standards and guidance

3.1.1 This assessment has been guided by $tt@ndards and Guidance for Desk
Based Assessmenissued by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (revised
2008 and Bristol Local Development Framework Supplementary Planning

Document Number 7Archaeology and Development

3.2 The Assessment

3.2.1 The assessment, including thbaseline survey involved consultation of
readily available archaeological and historical information from
documentary, cartographic and excavation archive sourcésadius ofa
1km from the centre of the site was established to examine the

archaeology, ENBAY NBFSNNBR (2 & WikKS addRe |

3.2.2 The primary repositories for information consulted comprised:

National Monuments Record Swindon

e Historic Aerial Photographs

BristolRecord Office

e HER trawl

Other

e Books, articles and other documentary sources

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 7
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4 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

4.1 General

4.1.1 Historic and @nance Survey maps held WBristol Record Office were
examined.

4.2 Cartographic observations

4.2.1 Key observations regarding features on the maps are recorded in Table 1
below.

Map Observations Fig No

1746 TheSurvey of | Evidence of Sion Hill and a rural lane in the location of | 10.3

the Manor of Clifton|t NAy OS&aQ [FySs tSIRAYy3 R2

in the County of landscaped at this time

Gloucestershire

MYHM 52YYy|[¢KS /2f2yyIFRS FyR {G xAy0 104

and Correct Mapof |G KS T NBI 2F t NAyOSaQ [FyS

Bristol arl the Hot | Colonnade Building®lo formal gardens or landscaping is

Wells identified.

1844 Tithe Map Plarl Rock House shown, with garden area to the rear. Land | 10.5

of the Parishof adjacent in named as a garden area belonging to the

Clifton in the Countyl a SNOKF yi Sy GdzZNENJ Lal O /

of Bristol leading to the rear of St Vince@tParade garden plots.

1880Clifton .dZAf RAy3 RSGIFIAf RAFTFAOMZ (] 106

leading to the rear of Windsor Terrace.

1903 Ordnance Rectangular buildings recorded on upper and second 10.7

Survey Map terrace.

1918 Rectangular buildings recorded on uperd second 10.8

terrace.
C.208Mastermap | MORSNY YI LJ aK2gAy3 02y (SYL10.2

Data

Lane shown leading to the rear of Windsor Terrace alon

the line of the original 18century path.

© Absolute Archaeolog2010
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Table 1: Summary of Cartograplobservations

4.3

43.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

Discussion

The primary reason for assessing the cartograpegourceswill be chart
the historic development of the site and principle access route to the
LINRLISNII e t NAyOSaQ [FySo

The 1746 survey of Cliftashows three buildingsepresentative of the 18

century development of the spa buildings and the first Hotwell House.

Three smaller buildings can Iseen,apparently on top of the gorgt the

south, perhapsin the area of the modern daty N&X y OS Q &Sion Hithi§ RA y 3 &
shown, leading towards the Granby Hill area and a lane is shown leading

down the gorge fromSion Hill, which is interpreted as the rural lane that

g2dzf R tFGSNJ 06S yIFIYSR tNAyOSaQ [ySd ¢K:
the western end of thearea that would become Windsor Terracéhe

location of the modern day site is clearly undeveloped at this tiffig

10.13).

. @& MyHM (KS tNAyOSQa .daAfRAy3Ia | NB &aK?2
Colonnadeis illustrated behind Hotwell HousdRock Houses not shown,

indicating that this map may have been drawn using an older source as a
reference. As a result, no cdasions can be drawn from this map regarding

GKS ylFida2NB 2F GKS aA0GS d GKA&A GAYSD Ly
is drawn leathg up from the Colonnadé.ater maps show no sign oihaw

route or that the route of the lane was alteré&ig 10.4)

The 1844 Plan of thParishof Clifton in the County of Bristol (Tithe Map)

daK2ga 3AFNRSYy LX20a oStz2y3aiay3a G2 {4 =£A
| 2dzaS> € SIRAY3 dzLJ 42 t NAYyOSaAQ [lYySsS 6K
location. The modern day site can be located on the land 8y t§ Rock

House by this time. As the main concern of the Tithe map is land

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 9
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apportionrment, details such as garden landscaping werd included.
However, it is likely that the site was landscaped by this time. Land adjacent
and to the south of the site isecorded as belonging to the Merchant
Venturer, Isaac Cooke. It is designated as a garden. Land adjacent and to the
north of the site is attributed to the Merchant Venturer, Mary Anne
Hillhouse and is also designated as a garden. No reference is made to th

ownership of the site at this tim@~ig 10.5)

4.3.5 The 1880 map of Clifton appears to show a terrace behind Rock House (?).
t NAyOSaQ [FyS A&a 2yO0S F3IlLAYy &akKzegy fSI
established Windsor Terrace. Ti@ifton Pump Room and Hydrotherapy
Hotel are not established by this tin{&0.6)

4.3.6 By 1903 several rectangular buildings are clearly visible on the terracing. A
large structure is noted on the upper terrace, abutting the south facing
boundary wall. A smaller building is noted along the same alignment on the
terrace below, with a small sicture noted abutting thewest facing
retaining wall of the second terrace. Two buildings are noted in the region
of the stepped access to the sjten the upper terrace (to the south of the
site) Fig 10.7The buildings are also represented in the 191&Ir@Ance
Survey editior(Fig 10.8)

437 CNRBY (GKS OIFNILI23INILIKAO SOHARSYOS Al Aa Of
as a right of way by 1746t which time there was very little development in
the area of Clifton and no landscaping or development recordedhe
location of Rock House or the site. By the earl{ t@ntury, Rock House
and the associated garden area had been established. At this time the site
formed part of the garden to the rear of Rock House, with apparent access
FTNRBY t NAyYyOSa Gl Roady The 19¢3ROrdhadadé dsurvey map
confirms thatby the early 28" century building had occurred on the site
The buildings illustrated are likely to have been established in the ldte 19

century. The Clifton Pump Room and Hydrotherapy Hotel were not

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 10
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completed until the end of the fcentury. Thee buildings still remain, as

shown on the modern maps of the site.

5 PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

5.1 Aerial fhotographs

5.1.1 Aerial photographcollections held at the National Monuments Record
Officeandonline aeial photographic sources (e.Bromap)were consulted
Photographs  F2258/RAF/1700.30MARS55, MAL/62532 -09NG62,
F2182/RAF/1148 14 APR, %21 543 RAF 2327 JUN 63 were obtained to

assist with the interpretation of the site.

5.1.2 Although the photographare not of great quality, it is possible to see that
iKS ariusS s6ra NBtFGAGSte OfSINI 2F GNBSa
to make out the faint odtne of a potential building platform to the rear of

the second terrace and a small building in the NW corner.

5.1.3 The 1962 image clearly shows extensive tree coverage on the upper terrace.
The lower one has a small area of tree growth to the south, withesdd
of cultivation in the centre of the terrace. The footprint of a building can be

made out to the rear and to the north of the site.

5.2 Additional Photographic Sources

5.2.1 It has been possible to identify two buildings on the terraces from earlier
photographs of the site.In an 1860 view of the colonnade it is possible to
identify a building on the lower terraces. Due to the perspective of the shot,
the exact location of the structure is uncertain, buagpears to le standing

on the lowerterracebelongingto Rock Houséig 10.12

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 11
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5.2.2 Images from 1905 and 1978 appear to show a small structure on thersite,
the area of the brick built structure identified during the site vifilgs 10.12
& 10.13).

5.2.3 The photographic evidence confirms that the terracing wad established
by 1860 Despite the reduced quality of many of the imageds evident
that the lower terrace supported a building in the mid ™ @entury.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to ascertain the form of the smaller building

on the upper terrace from these photographs.

6 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

6.1 The parish of Clifton formed part of the Swinehead Hundred before it
became part of the KingBarton Hundred. Clifton is documented in the
52YSaRl & Cliften&)| dkdastory¥is complex. It is described in the
Domesday Book as belonging to Saewie reeve of Bristglunder King
Edward before it passed to Rogeon of Ralph. It was psassed of 3 hides

and comprised a total of 5 ploughs, 6 villagers, 6 smallholdings and 3 slaves.

6.2 However, Atkyns notestha#¢ Sy | ARSa Ay [/ fAFG2Yy RAR 0
Westbury, in the Reign of King Edward the Confessor; they were severed
from that manor in the Reign of King William the Conqueror, and given to
0KS 100Se 27F |/ 2 NMGistlB2: 359). BedldeICiftere & Q
was held by a foreign priory, the parish was acquired by the Crown by act of
parliament under King Henry V and upon thiesolution of the monasteries
it passed to Sir Ralph Sadldaid).

6.3 It would be sensible to secure a pNorman date for the parish, although
archaeological evidence relating to this is sparse. There is no documentary
evidence relatingtothe sitt § 8 St FX | f 6 K2dZAK I NBFa 2F W

acknowledged in various sources (e.g. Jones 1992).
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6.4 The site lies within the Bristol suburb of Hotwells, to the west of the city.
The areawas historically recordedsapart of the Parish of Clifton and was

formally in Gloucestershirentil becoming part oBristol1835.

6.5 The modern day site is located on the east slope of the Avon Gorge, just
north of the historic location of the Rownham ferry crossing. The ferry is
documented as a principle river crossingrfr AD 1148, where it was used
G2 3IFAYy FO00Saa (2 LINPLISNIe o6St2y3aay3a i:
of Iron Age and Roman settlement recorded in this area of the gorge raises

the potential for the earlier use of this as a crossing point (Reid 1992: 9)

6.6 The site of a hot spring on the side of the Avon Gorge is documented from
the 15" century, by William Wyrecestre (also Worcestre) in his work on the
W 2 LJ2 3 NJ LIK @Altibdgh theNskadt flogafiof df the original source is
undocumented, Little remrds that the spring was quite inaccessible, closed
in by the rock face of the gorge and not within reach of any road or
footpath. This changed in June 1630, when John Bruckshaw obtained a 40
lease from the Crown to exploit the commodities of the gorgeicBshaw
built a basic pump room and tapped the hot spring for public use for the
first time (Little 1976: 176171). Thewater that rises a23°Cthrough the
fissures of the carboniferous limestone of the gorge became renowned for

its curative properties (Lord & Southam 1983: 21).

6.7 In 1676 the area of Clifton which included the hot well was bought by the
Merchant Venturers. In 1687, a short term lease was granted to two
tenants. By 1695, after negotiations with Sir Thomas Day (then Mayor) and
51 20Qa LINBERSOSA a2 N leageowddNdrantedltaitBaslocdl dn & S
businessmen, Charles Jones and Thomas Callowhill. The agreement came
with the condition that the area be developed for tourism. The
redevelopment included a bath house, lodgings and a new pumping system
with valves to preventontamination from the river, a problem that had

A X 4 A X

I FFSOGSR . NUzOl 4K ¢gQa RSaiaAdiyod ¢tKS RS@S
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landscaping, to include formal riverside walks (Little 1976: 172). By 1696 the
first Hotwell House, housing the pump room and baths e@sipleted. The
area enjoyed a brief rise in popularity during thé"k&ntury, where visitors
came to enjoy the summer season at the Bristol Spa, before retiring to Bath
F2N) GKS SAYGSNI aSIaz2yo 5dzNW§HFelixKS & LI ¢
Farley (a Bstol newspaper publisher) recorded 700 named visitors to the
spa plustheir guests, during one seasoBy this time the curative qualities

of the spa waters were widely renowned, being taken internally to treat an
extensive range of complaints from dialkst and cancer to scorbutic
maladies andrenerealdisease. The water was bottled for sale across Britain
and for export to the Continent and the West Indian Colonies (Littl&519
174-175).

6.8 The increased level of tourism resulted in the need to develop loegings
for visitors. By 1787 I Y dzSt Cobun&de ha@ Been added to the rear
of Hotwell House, this two storey crescent combined accommodation on
the upper floor with shop spacebelow. This was followed by the
RSOSt2LIYSyd 2F t Nihgyottd Seén Hill, d2kftbrRehd/ S a = F NP
VincenQ Barade in the late I8century, along with Rock House (c. 1800)
established at the southern end of the Colonnade in Hotwells. However, by
the early 19" century the fortunes of the area began to decline. Resien
brought about by the Napoleonic War had a detrimental effect on building
projects, leaving the planned terraced housing unfinisteedthe developers
faced bankruptcy in the failing economic climate. In addition, advances in
medical knowledge causequofessionals to publically denounce the curative
potential of the spa waters. As the popularity of the Hotwell spa declined as
a tourist destination, the area began to attract thefirm seeking a last
resort for often incurable disease This led inevitaly to a high mortality
rate among visitors which necessitated the creation of the Strangers Burial
Ground, Lower Clifton Hillhis dramatic change of image sent the area in to

an irreversible decline, marking the end of affluent period for Hotwells.

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 14
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6.9 INMyHHE (GKS 2NRIAYIE | 2066St€t 1 2dzaS gl a N
building, in front of The Colonnade in an attempt to reinvigorate the tourist
0Nl RS® ¢KAA ¢la RSY2fAAKSR Ay wmycTZI | f
the widening of Avon. George Wees attempted a final revival of the spa in
the late 19" century with the creation of the Clifton Rocks Railway, Clifton
Pump Room and Hydrotherapy Hotel, at the top of the gorge in Clifton.
Along with the funicular railway which opened in 1893, Newnes
commissioned local engineer Philip Munro to convert the three end terraces
of the Princ&® Buildings into the Clifton Pump Room (also known as the
Clifton Grand Spa Hydro) which opened the following year. The
Hydrotherapy Hotel did not open to the publictiirl898. Reid records that
bSsySa Ffaz2 LIz2NOKIFIASR &a2YS 2F (KS fly
Buildings along with the Colonnade, in order to create terraces and walled
gardens, tennis lawns, a vinery and teahouse leading down to the river (Reid
1992: 91) Although Reid suggests that the plan was never fully realised, it is
clear that the gardens this areawere terraced by 1860 (Fit0.12). It is
fA1Ste G2 KIFI@®S 6SSy Fd GKA&a GAYS GKFG t
road, owned by the Hydrothepy Hotel (now the Avon Gorge Hotel). The
Clifton Rocks Railway went into receivership in 1908 and struggled again
under new ownership, finally closing in 1934 (Reid 1992: 90). By this time
the Clifton Pump Room had been turned into a cinema. The pump eran

hotel remain, both buildings belonging to the Avon Gorge Hotel.

6.10 The site comprises the two upper terraces of the garden to the redl af
Hotwell Road This property was formally part &ock Housénow divided
into two private dwellings) Rock Hous is agrade Il listed3 storey late
Georgian (c. 1800) town houseadjoining the southern end of the
unfinished ColonnadeThe builder/original owner of the property is not
recorded, however the property would have been built to benefit from the
successof the spa in the late 18 century and most probably provided
visitor accommodationThe land to the rear is not mentioned in the listing,

but early maps indicate that the area behind the property belonged to Rock
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House in by 1844Fig 10.5and was probhly terraced early on to provide

stylish gardens for visitors to the sp@he two upperterracesare now

owned by Chest Propertiektd, whilst the lower terracing remains in the

ownership of 412 Hotwell Roadccess to thevhole site is obtained via the

LINA @I G6Sfe 26ySR tNAYyOSaQ [ySY /ftAFG2yd

6.11  Although it has not been possible to identify any documentary evidence
relating directly to the historical ownership/use of the site, several
significant phases can be summarised from #disrepresentations,
photographic evidence, cartographic sources and the contemporary
accounts of the development of the area relating to the hot gpr@or to the
late 18" century development of the spa, the site formed part of the moiety
of Clifton, puchased by the Merchant Venturers in 1676 and would have
been defined by the grassland and wooded landscape of the gorge. The
1746 Survey of the Manor of Clifton in the County of Gloucestershire
demonstrates this (Fi@0.3). A painting of the site from th&785 (FigL0.9)
shows the area behind Hotwell House and the Colonnade in its natural
state, defined by thick vegetation and rocky outcrops. Buildings shown at
0KS (2L 2F GKS 3I2NHS YlIeé& NBLWWNBuaeSyid GKS
was not built by thisitme and no terracing/landscaping of the gorge is

shown to have occurred by this period.

6.12 WI YSa W2KYyazyQad myHo g G§SNO2f 2dzNJ 6 RSLIAC
adzadsSada GKIG GKS flryR at2LAy3a FNRY 0
riverbank was landsgeed 30 years latefFig 109). A small gazebo is shown
in a garden setting, with trees and grassed areas, although no terracing is
shown. In her interpretation of the painting, Stoddard asserts that the
gardens are likely to belong to NJ& y O S Q & he.eddof wRighys3Eown
on the skyline (Stoddard 2001: 105). However, consultation with
contemporary maps would suggest that it is more fitting to attribute the
fryR G2 {4 2zAyOSyiQa tIFINIRS 60 mMTy U
Colonnade (1787). By 1828l these buildings were establishexhd the
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7.1.1

7.1.2

7.2
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7.3

7.3.1

7.4
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1844Tithe Map outlines plots ofand to the rear of theabove buildingsThe
site appears to hay remained the property of RocKouse until recent

history.

BASELINE SURVEY

Introduction

An examination o& 1km radius from the site was undertaken as part of the

baseline survey. GIS data was provided by the Bristol City Council.

No archaeological investigations are known to have taken place on the site,
although archaeology from various periods is recordesimf within the

surrounding landscape.

Prehistoric (700,000 B@4AD)

The only evidence for prehistoric activity within the study area is Clifton
Down Camp, an Iron Age promontory fort that formed part of a cluster of

defences including Stokeleigh Carapd Burwalls on the western side of

gorge.

RomangBritish (43-410 AD)

The only evidence for RomaiRritish activity is an earthwork associated
with Clifton DownCamp; however this date is yet to be confirmed by

modern techniques.

Early Medieval andMedieval (400 AD 1650 AD)

© Absolute Archaeolog2010
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7.4.1

7.4.2

7.5

7.5.1

7.5.2

7.6

7.6.1

7.6.2

7.6.3

AAr@2/10/DBALand to the Rear of 412 Hotwell Road, Bristol

There is greater evidence for medieval activity than for the prehistoric or

Roman periods, but it is still not prolificThe site is locatetbetween two

medieval site: the Hotwell Spring itself, first mentioned in 1480; abtl
W26YKIFY CSNNEZX 2NARAIAYyIffe SadalofAakKSR
Cathedral) whichlies 370m SSE of the site.

A series of further medieval remains are known to the east of the site
including themedieval settlement of Cliftonywhich may havesaxon origins
(see documentary evidencend the church of St Andrewvhich was in
existence by 1180 AD. The Medieval hermitage of St Viden280m to

the north.

PostMedieval (1650-1900 AD)

Post medieval activityithin the study area isinsurprisinglymuch greater
than for previous periods Emmaus House, for example, located 550m east
of the site, was in existence by the late™ @entury, whilst the Clifton

Suspension Bridge is iconic of th@" century.

A more detailedaccount ofthe postmedieval period and its implications for

the site are dealt with under Cartographic Evidence.

Summary

Evidence for prehistoric activity within the study area is scafde evidence

for Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic or Bronze Age actigityiscernible.

RomaneBritish activityis likewise, poorly represented and unsubstantiated.

The increase in archaeological activity during thedieval period is

reflective of wider increase in activity in Brisailthe same time. Clifton is

© Absolute Archaeolog2010 18



7.6.4

8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.1.4
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listed in the Domesday Book and the village itself may have Saxon origins,

although no such evidence can be directed specifitaltize site itself.

PostMedieval archaeology is much more prolific aisdreflective of the
growth of Bristol as a citgnd of Clifton as a rich suburbin particular the

development of the Hotwell Spring nearby thite is important.

CONCLUSION

It has been demonstrated as a result of this desk based assessment that,
due to the extent of quarrying and landscaping ore,sihe potential for
prehistoric to medieval archaeological remains is considered low and

unlikely to be relevant to any attempt to develop the site.

The land appears to have been developed along with the establishment of
Rock House ¢.180BD. The buildig has since been converted into two

properties with the lower terracing still belonging to 412 Hotwell Road.

Alterations to the appearance of the sitgpear to have begun in the late
18" century and continued on into the f9century, with established
G§SNNJ OAy 3 o0& The fobtpringofRmaih gtractu@s dmain on
the site, with evidence of probablVictorian engineering identified on the
lower terrace. The buildings are suggested to be the remains of structures in

the form of hot housesr green houses within a landscaped garden setting.

Photographic sources revealed evidence of structures existing on the
terraces from the 19 to 20" century. The remains of small buildings are
evident from aerial photographic record€arly 28' century Ordnance
Survey data confirms the existence of numerous small rectangular
structures on the site by 1903, probably representing laté" T@ntury

building activity on the terracing.

© Absolute Archaeolog2010
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8.1.5 Cartographic sources chart the development of the site from the mij 18
century to the present day. The main point of interest consethe
SEA&AGSYOS 27F t NkentOr préatihg the SevelogmeiitifS my
the gorge.The lane formed the eastern boundary gardens laid out to the
rearofw2 O1 | 2dza S | YR ¢{oifirming §s@8steric@Before | NI RS

the development of the site.

8.1.6 In conclusion, it is considered that the archaeological potential of the site is
low regarding prehistoric to medieval remains. However, as the terracing
itself constitutes historical/landscape archaeology it is considered that any
development of the sitshould seek to maintain the existing structurési$
conservingthe archaeology which is at this present time in a bad state of

deterioration.
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10 ILLUSTRATIONS

10.1  Figure 1: Location of Site (Not to Scale)
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10.2  Figure 2: Map Data Plan of the Site (2008t to Scale
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10.3  Figure3: 1746 Survey of the Manor of Clifton in th@ounty of Gloucestershire
(Not to scale)
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10.4 Figure4:182152 yy $Qa b S ¢ Mdp yf Rristol 2andmhB idotiWells
(Not to scale)
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10.5 Figure5: 1844Tithe Map Plan of theParishof Clifton in the County of Bristol
(Not to scale)
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10.6  Figure6: 1880 Clifton (Not to Scaldyeid 1992: 56
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10.7  Figure 7: 1903 Ordnance Survey Map (Not to Scale)

10.8  Figure 8: 1918 Ordnance Survey Map (Not to Scale)
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